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FREFACS. 



THE I«etters which are prcfcntcd to the ptiblick» 
in this little Volume^ were never deiigned, by the 
writer, for any other than a newfpaper eziftence. - 

IT was therefore expedled, that they would Aide 
into oblivion, along with the other epbemerai produc- 
tions, which conftantly ifilie from the prefles of our 
Country. 

FULLY imprefled with this idea, the author gave 
way to that eafy negligence^ which is admiilible in fu- 
gitive pieces, but ought never to be indulged by a 
writer, who prefents himfelf at the bar of Criticifni« 
and challenges the applaufe of pofterity. 

FiMDiNO that a plan was already noatured, at Bof- 
ton, to give thefe letters the more durable form of a 
Volume, the author has corre^ed fuch errors as pre- 
fented themfelves upon a fecond perufal ; and fince 
he could not prevent the intended publication, he 
has attempted to fave the Criticks as much trouble 
as poffible. 

STILL he is fenfible, that imperfe^ health, nume- 
rous avocations, and a hafly review, may have left 
many errors undetected* 

FOR thefe, his only apology is, that the trifling 
produdions which compofe this little book, would 
never have claimed a place upon the BoOkfeller's 
ihelf, had not the fentiments of tlie publiihers been 
more favorable to them, than his own. 
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Thou knoweft howj breaking 
tlucougiithatcufiomof my country, whkh 
confines - the Hindu* to his Dative foil, 
and yielc&ig to my ruling paffion, the 
love of knowledge, I left the delightful 
fields of Agra, where fragrance floats in 
every breeze, and beauty glows in every 
profpeft, and fteered my courfe to the 
Britifh Ifles. — ^Thou knoweft, how I ex- 
plored every European region, from rocky 
and inhofpitable Norway, to the luxu- 
riant plains of Sicily ; noting in my pro- 
grefs, the various fhades of charafter and 
manners, and tranfmitting thee, from 
time to time, the ftory of my travels. 

* There i« no inconfiflcBcy in the fuppoiitian that a fft»' 
At PbilofifAer has left his country for a feafon. It is indeed 
the fK>Uc)r of the Hindu religion, government and manners, 
to bind the people to their country ; but a man of an en- 
lightened and enterpriiing mind may eafily be fuppofed to 
break through foch a cuftom in purfuit of knowledge. 

B 
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rv4t9tf I xi9* 'IQIt-'^CttC f WolUllO XWJCmt tW 

my life, i am rvom^ fimi for a fa&n, in 
this g!^eat city, ttc emporium of thia 
Vreftern world. 

THOU rememberefl; tliat I told thee 
of a new fed of Philofophersi htdy arifen 
in Europe, who profefs to teach manUnd, 
in a m<Mif ^iitiy m^t^ thd waQs to vir*^ 
tmi and to happint& IW dbUtflnii 
lawa^ religion^ mamuos and soaxkna 0£ 
thar country they condtnui ; and teadi^ 
that man, by natnw petk&y nte<|»^ but 
to follow nature's impuife ; and tit tfum 
energies will carry him to virtue and- \9^ 
glory* 

THIS new Philofophy has fpread, in a 
greater or lefs degree, over the whole of 
civilized Europe, and it is inculcated^ and 
believed by multitudes in America. 

TO a Hindu, who has been taught 
from his cradle, to believe implicitly the 
holy Bramins, to copy the manners of 
his anceftors, and to venerate the reli^on 
of the great BauMMA, fuch doftrines ap* 
pear impious and horrible. 



iBiTT thoaimift not tHitfk^ tkutl am 
itt a ^Qoaiitrf like i£ndiiftan* 

HERE tlie God of the land, whom they 
call Jehovah ; his fon and the partner of 
JUs'thmie, }i.sv& OtansrVyfAe Saviour; 
and a tMrd perfon of the Oodhead, tie 
§AVCT£iwjMJL ; thus nsfeoibling tjie three 
great emsnatioas af the divine Brumma, 
are every day infulted and blafphemed.-^ 
Tbetr kciy Veda and Sha^st ah, denom* 
iiiated the Bibue^ are not only oppofed 
liy argumem, but made the fubjeiB: of 
Ibmdi&g ridiovde ; t^ey are^qucted and al- 
luded to^ in fhi ^8c^^#» of 4h^ir txmk 
iewd and profsme conceptions ^ and^many,„ 
eaffeding a. peculiar brilliancy of v4t, re- 
f)eat, with the moft blafphemous levity, 
fuch paflages of thefe facred books, as ap- 
pear, even to my mind, replete with ho- 
ly grandeur, 

THE Bramins or Priefts, whom we in 
Hinduftan venerate and love, whofe per- 
fons and employment we believe too fa- 
cred to be made the theme of familiar 
difcourfe, are here loaded with obloquy 
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and contempt, charged with fuch iie&> 
nous defigns, as are imputed by us, only 
to the defpifed vagabonds of the <]Iast 

of Harri. 

« 

THE pagodas chc tempks^ in which we 
place the image of the great Brumma^ of 
Vavafwatay of Mabadeva^ and of the other 
Gods, into which we never enter with- 
out ablution, and from which we never 
depart without proftrate devotion, are 
here thro^itm open upon common and pro- 
fane occafions. In them they afiemble 
to debate concerning their public affiurs ; 
to ele£t their Rajahs and Sultans; and 
ibmetimes, to exhibit a firange kind of 
performance, called a comedy or tragedy^ 
in which the icenes of real life are pro^ 
feffedly exhibited, perfons and manners 
are ridiculed, blood is Ihed, and war 
waged in jeft. 

THOU knoweil that a Hindu never 
fpeaks of his Sultan, but with the moil 
reverential refped ; his character he al- 
ways defends ; his mandates he ever o- 
beys J and his death he finccrely de^- 



aSiAHiCOQflUW. ' If 

plores. The GLialtan i$ conEdered, b^ dx 
i&uiu, as the heady the prince and u^.c ia- 
ther of his people ; and to enable tan to 
pFomote his people's welfare, their lircj, 
their talents and their forturfes are pi.* :e.' 1 
entirely at his difpofalr His glory is ti. :lr 
glory, and his pro^erity their happine's 

BUT in this country the Sultan is tliti 
fervant of the people. . By them, his nier^ 
its are freely diicujQed, his failings xnag- 
nified, and his virtia^s diihiniihed ; he is 
the jeft of every vulgar tongue j his mea- 
iures are .qi^anainqd, cenfured and opppfcd; 
and, as ^he i$ indebted to the people for 
his elevation, lb he depends upon. them 
for the exSftence of his dignity; and there- 
fore, descends fron^ his.precarious throne, 
whenever bis fivereijpis^tbfi people ^ fee fit 
to dire^ 

I AM told that the ftate of things which 
Ihave defcribed, is imputed in part, to 
the influence of the new philofophy. \i 
is the fpirit of this philofophy to redu;: 
all things to one common level i to p: !i 
down the Gods from their thrones, -mA 

B2 



to trample the Idngs of the earth ia the 
duft. It interferes in every ccmcern o£ 
public^ and of private ]i& ; and aims at 
a total change in every department ^f 
fociely. 

A SYSTEM of philofophy fo Angular, 
and which has already produced very ex- 
tenfive and fatal effects, cannot be unin- 
terefting to a philofophen 

I sHALL*therefore, my dear El HaiTaiii 
endeavour to trace the operations of thia. 
new philofophy, upon the affairs of this 
weftern world ; and fhalj not fail to com* 
municate my difcoveries, conne^d with 
fuch other interefting remarks^ , ^ have 
probably never reached the walls of Del- 
hi, nor employed before, the contem- 
platioas of a Hindu Phihfopher. 

THOU, who inhabited a country, wbofe 
laws, cuftoms and ideas, are immutably 
fixed, wilt learn with aftoniihment, that 
no ciiftom is here fo iacred, and.no doc- 
trine fo venerable, as to be fecure againA 
the innovations of the new philofophy. 
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For a number o£ yea^s it has filled the 
fineft countries of Europe with defolatioii 
aad carnage ; and thofe regions ; which it 
has not ravaged, have been rent afiindet 
by fadions } every man has taken his 
fide, and, not unfrequently, members of 
the fame family, and partners of the famft 
houfe, are feen in oppofite ranks* 

THE latter part of this defer iption 19 aj^- 
plicable to America* Even here, the moft 
diftant regions of the empire, although 
equally remote from each other, as the 
mountains oi^Kuttner from the mouths, 
of the Ganges y are hailing, with the moft 
extravagant exultation, the firft dawn- 
ings of the new illumination. 

THE new philofophy is the ruling top•^ 
ic of difcuifion ; it is perpetually contef-^ 
ted and advocated,, by the learned and 
the great ; while the loweft clafles of fo- 
cioty, of the fame degree as thofe in Hin- 
duftan of the cafts of Sudder and Harris 
implicitly believe the dogmas^ which they 
are taught* 

NOT the muiic of Nared, ihould he 



tune to fwcetcft harmony his iieasenly 
lyre, nor the -mekKlioui numtws of the . 
fiftcrs GoPiA, fixigiii^^by moon-light, ia 
the fragrant groves of the iacTed moun- 
tun Goverdhan, would be able to allure a 
modem Pbih/opher from thefe bew^eriAg 
i^ulations. May the alioighDy Brum- 
ma iUuiBaiMt« the mind of my doar £1 
HaflaDi and preferve him till he fhall agaia 
recdve the embraces of his f^thfiil 

SHAHCOOLEN. 
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False phUofophy, Uriying to im» 
prcfs upon mankind the convidion, that 
it foars above common pkafures, and 
common ideas, has ever affected to deipiie 
and to degrade that fex, which the great 
Brumma has given us to alleviate, by 
their delightful tendernefs, all the pains, 
and to animate all the joys of this life. 
Knowing, as thou doft, my warm partial^ 
ity for this lovUeft, beft part of creation, 
thou canft not be furprifed, ' that in all 
the countries through which I have paff* 
ed, their happinefs has been among the 
earlieft fubjeds of my inveftigation. 

KNOW then, that a total renovation of 
the female character, Snd a deftination in 
fociety, totally new, is one grand objeft 
contemplated by that new philofophy, of 
which, in my laft epiftlej I gave fome 
fxnall account. 



MARY Woolftonecraft^ a femde phi* 

within the£e f#w ymx^ i»ft» a book, which 
fhe named " J vindicaim rf the Rigku of 
Woman ;'' compofed, for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of rouling her fex from their inglo* 
l90iis,rqK>ft, lu^d of ftihittlattpg them ta 

BHE difcards all that fexual tendernels, 
delicacy and modefky, whjch conftitute 
the female lovdinefi ; bolcfly pronounces 
them .equal to the rougher itx. in every 
thing but bodily firength ; and even im- 
putes their deficiency, in this particular, 
principally to a falfely refined education. 
•She afferts that a hufband is a paltry bau* 
ble, txmiparcd widi the attainments of rea* 
fm / that the female fhould be fubjecl, or 
fuperiw to the male, jcft in proportion 
to thofe attainments ; and that the want 
of them confiitniiies the only obligation 
for the fubmiflion of the wife to the hu£- 
bandr This female philofopher indig- 
nantly rejeAs the idea of a fex in theibul, 
pronouncing the fenfibility, timidity and 



MttiMMft of iM»H(»i^ to be mtifAf uxi^ 
fiddl nfintticttts ofckurster, inimdw^ 

fiial pleaiwd mcRCtt vbliftuoun. fflfe ki^ 
deed profefles a high regard for chaftity ; 
but unfortunately the praftlce of her Ufe 
was at war with het precepts* She ad-' 
xnftl:6d one Jehthnentdl lover after another; 
to the full fruition of her chaxms,^ and . 
proved the aitainment^ of re^tfpn^ to be, in 
her view^ fources of ple<ifure^ far inferi*^ 
or^ in value, to the pleafurea of fenfe* 

IN Ihort, polluted as Ihe Was by the 
Idji ctimt bf woman, Mary ftepped forth' 
as the champion and reformer of hef fex ; 
Bie wifted to ftrip them of every thing 
feminine, and to affimilate them, as fall 
as poffible, to the mafculine charafter. 

o, MY dear £1 Uaflan, how oppofite her 
views to every thing, which we deem love* 
ly in the fex! O, lovely Alaora, the 
brighteft gem that fparkles on the beau- 
teous plains of Agimere, how wo\ild 
thy virgin foul flxrink back at the con- 
templation of a femzde foul unfe^ed a 
man in female form ! 
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▲ coMMLBTx cxUbittQii of the regent 
entiog fyftem of this female lunatic, 
would £itigae thy patience^ and occupy 
too large a portion of thdfe epifiies. 

so fingular, however, is her fyftem 
and £b directly oppofed to the received 
ojpinions of mankind, that I cannot rje- 
frain from tracing an imperfed outline. 
Not fatisfied with mafculine ideas» and 
mafculine habits, Mary Wolftonecraft 
wifhed, as the confummation of female 
independence, to introduce the fex into 
the Camp, the Roftrvun and the Cabinet ; 
and although ihe does not recommend a 
total derelidion of the boufehold goody ftill 
ihe wpuld not cramp the iiemale energies 
by an occupation fo much beneath their 
dignity, except fo far, as^ftern neceflity 
commands. 

SHE ferioufly advocates the right of 
female reprefentation— for in this coun- 
try, and in feme parts of Europe, the 
right of reprefentation, which in an epif- 
tie from England, I have already explain^ 
ed, is fully eftablifhed. 



. 4Vf 903Ey my de^. friend, fAnt a liatid 
of female rqvefentativea, bnutiful as th^ 
thirty Raoinis,* 'who, crowned with 
flowery wreaths, dance to the iniife (rf 
Naked, among the fpicy groves of Mal- 
DOOVAN, fhould mix With a Legiflative 
band ; would not the cares pf Legiflation 
be excluded by the witchcraft pf love I 
The charms of the fair Orator would 
plead more powerfully than her tongue, 
and gallantry would induce compUaQce, 
where jeafon would have ftimulated to 

ftrenuous oppofition. 

» 
^ IN the Cabinet, their fway would be 

fUtt more complete. Smiles, tears and 
iighs would decide the fate of nations ; 
and beauty would direft the ittarch of ar- 
mies on the frontiers, and the courfe of 
navies upon the ocean. 

IT is true that in defenfive war only^ 
Mifs Woolftonecraft indulges the idea, 
which even Jhe allows to be an enthufi- 
aftic one, of feeing the exploits of ancient 

* Female PsUfidink 
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heroines renewed, and the deadly weafM^ 
direded by the hand of Beauty. 

THIS idea of hers is undoubtedly a 
moft ingenious one. At the fight of a 
band of heroines, beautiful as the morn- 
ing, marching forward to the combat, 
what warrior's fword would not drop 
from his hand ? — ^what foldier would not 
furrender himfelf a prifoner ! 

HAD the God Rama, when he led 
forth his army of Apes, and fpread def- 
trudion among his enemies, only exchang- 
ed his apes for beautiful virgins, his vic- 
tory would have been lefs bloody, and 
his conqueft more complete. 

AS a neceffary preparative for the fup- 
port of bodily fatigue, the female philof- 
opher recommends an early initiation 
of females into the athletic fports, and 
gymnaftic exercifes of boys and young 
men. 

SHE would have them- run, leap, box, 
wreftle, fence and fight, that the united 
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.exertion of bodily and mental energy 
may produce, by myfterious cooperation, 
that amazing force of charafter, of which 
ihe fuppofes her fex to be capable, 

SHE even recommends that thefe fports 
ihould be mutually ihared between girls 
and boys, that the diftinftion of fex may 
remain concealed, until the phyfical pro- 
grefs of the body, calling into operation 
the latent paflions, Ihall difcover the won* 
derful fecret. - " ^ 

THIS ftrange philofopher, my dear El 
Hafian, has detained me, by the novelty 
of her doftrines, longer than I intended. 
Perhaps in fome future communication, 
I may notice fome of her remaining ten- 
ets ; and I intend particularly to delineate 
the pradical influence, which they have 
already acquired over the female fex in 
this country. 

KEEP this philofophy a profound fe- 
cret from the fafr daughters of Hinduf* 
tan, for, thou canft not divine what in^ 



fluence its novelty, and the idea of iodc- 

peadencc on imn my hare over the 

heart even of the modefi, unaffuming 
Hindu. 

SALUTATION to the great Ganesa. 
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1 HAVE not yet detailed all the par- 
adoxes of the female philofopher; to whofe 
acquaintance I have lately introduced 
thee. 

I HAVE before i^d that fhe ridicules 
the idea of &m<^ modefty. To prove 
that her energies are not cramped by fa 
embarraffiag a reftraitit, ihe writjes with 
the moft difgufting coar£enefi^ upon fub- 
jedb^ which are ftudiouily ei^duded from 
modeft ibcieties, and referved by com- 
lUOQ confenty for the invdSkigation of men 
of icience. 

SHE even informs the world, that flie 
has been prefent at anatomical, chirurg- 
ical and obftetrick leftures, converfations 
and experiments, where the various parts 
of the human body have been (Ufleded, 
and th^ir uies defcanted upon ; add all 



^ LETTERS OW 

this ih€ has witne^ed^ without a bhilhy 
and without a painful onotion. She does 
not doubt, that every female may, in the 
fame manner, free herfelf from the fic- 
titious weaknefs of education, and ac- 
quire that hardihood of charaAer, which 
fliall forever free her from the unphilofo- 
phical habit of blufhing. 

WITH the utmoft indifference, fhe en- 
ters upon a difquifition concerning the 
caufes of the greater number of women 
than of men in Africa, calmly afcribing 
the faft to polygamy, which, fhe fays, 
enervates the phyfical energies of the men, 
and thereby incapacitates them from be- 
coming the fathers of fo many fms^ as 
they otherwife would ; for, Ihe aflumes 
it as a principle, that the fex of an ani- 
mal is determined, by the predominant 
energ'f of one parent over that of the other, 
nature delighting, univerfally, to produce 
Its own image. 

POLYGAMY, thus, accotdiug to her 
theory, wherever it is already eAablifiied, 
produces an excds of women \ and each 
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individual woman demanding the gallan- 
tries of the men, polygamy is necefiarily 
contin^ed• 

SUCH are the fubjecls, and fuch is the 
method of treating them, recommended 
by the new philofophy to its female dif- 
ciples. ' 

• Miss Woolftonecraft is extremely anx- 
ious to eftabliih the idea^ that feduced 
and difhonored females are (till entitled 
to the regard of fociety, efpecially if they 
continue ^^ faithful to the father of their 
thildren^^ whether that father is a huf- 
band, or merely a gallant. In other 
words, file would efteem a kept mijirefs^ 
(fuch as flie was hcrfelf ) entitled to equal 
refpeft and attention as the faithful v/ife. 

IT irequires no great acutenefs to dif* 
ccrn the reafon why Mary labored to et 
tabliih this dodtrine. She was herfelf a 
lewd woman ; and uiUefs kwd women could 
be made refpedable, flie was confcious 
that fhe mull alfo yield to that infamy, 
which well regulated focietles univerfally 
throw upon female impurity. After be- 
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ing engaged in feveral open and fliameful 
amours, particularly v^h a Mr* Imlay^ 
an American gentleman, and Mr. Fu/elij 
an Itafian, Mifs Waotjionecraft^ toward the 
clofe of her life, married one William 
Godwin, having previoufly cohabited 
with him feveral months. This man has 
written her hiftory, in which, fo far from 
e^preffing any remorfe on account of his 
connefbion with fo abandoned a woxkian, 
he celebrates, in ftrains of philofophical 
eulogium, the purity of her mind, and 
the ardor of her affedions. Her amours 
ht cdls affairs of the hearty and her gal- 
lants fentimental lovers. 

THIS Godwin, you muft know, is 
one of the new philofophers. Of hini^ 
and his works I may poffibly, hereafter, 
take * fome notice, as he has difiinguilhed 
himfelf above his fellows for the fyftemat- 
ical abfurdity, and extravagant folly of his 
writings. -For the prefent, the anecdote 
above mentioned may ferve to give fome 
idea of his charaftcr, as well as of that of 
modern reforming philofophcrs generally* 
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OKtt* trait in the cliarader • of Mary 
Woolftonectaft I cannot omit. 

'AjLtHouoii £be proftiTeg fome ^ti^etil 
jregard £ot religion and an over rtiling 
ponrnXj iHU {he difdaims the moft eflen- 
;lial parts of the religion of her country, 
j^ni lesves vs lenttrdy in 4dubt ^vriMether 
fiftind any fyftem of belief or iwt. , 

I HAVE already informed thee, my 
dear El Haffan, that the people of this 
country have a hook fimilar to bur Veda 
and Shahjiah^ which they call the Bible. 
.Hiis t)ook contains an account of the 
creation ^f all things ; of the profluftioii 
of one human pair, from ip^hom defccnd- 
cd all the inhabitants of the earth ; of the 
deftruftidn of . all creatures by ^. great del- 
.uge, excepting . (^ne good man and his 
family, and a few animals of every kind, 
who were faved in the ark. 

THIS account the female philofopher 
treats with contempt ; ihe calls it apoeti- 
cal Jiory^ and evidently allows it no au- 
thenticity. 

/ 
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AND yet 9 thou knowefi:»that ottr j&cred 
books contain an account iimilar in moft 
refpeds, although ihaded Mrith an allego- 
rical meaning. One good man is repre- 
fented as. having been faved from the 
flood, with feven other perfons, corret- 
ponding with the number mentioned in 
the BiUc. Our books rdate, alfo, that 
the gods churned the immenfe ocean with 
the mountain Mandar, and raifed from 
the bottom, by the force of fermentation, 
all things which had been overwhelmed 
by the deluge. 

. THE Bible relates that the waters re- 
tired by degrees, and thus produced, 
though in a different way, the fame effeft. 

THE idea of future retribution, in 
another ftate of being, Mifs Woolftone- 
craft ridicules, treating it as a notion too 
flaviih for the belief of a philofopher. . 

THIS is another idea which thou know- 
eft that our /acred books exprefely recog- 
nize, and forcibly inculcate. Every faith- 
ful Hindu believes, that after death, fome 
fouls will be fent down to the infernal 
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J»ts, there 'to fpend a dreadful cxiftence, 
a&oog iFrightful ferpents, and all the hor« 
rible tortures of the damned. The infer- 
nal deities Sbva and Cali, who delight 
in the infli<ftion of mifery, prefide over 
thefe dreadful regionis. 

« 

TO Other fpuls, thou knoweft, that the 
God Satyavrata will {hew the road 
to inexpreflible blifs. To the vulgar, 
yrhofe minds are incapable of the fublime 
jdeafures of exalted intelleftual enjoy-: 
ments, the happy regions are defcribed, 
by our facred books, as being the abode 
of the moft exquifite fenfual delight. 

THERBj perpetual fpring, crowned 
with fruits and flowers and everlafting 
verdure, dances round the year ; " the 
precious Mujk Deer^* fport in the Sandal 
Groves, while the immortal inhabitants 
repofe on the fpreading down of the L&tos^ 

or dance, in fairy ringlets, to the mufic 
of Naked. 

BUT to thee, my dear El Haflan, who 
haft a mind enlarged hy philofophy, aod 
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refined from the grpffnefe pf fecfuality^ 
thefe enjoyments appear trivial. Thou^ 
with me, wilt rather place thy future, en- 
joymeuts, in thofe exalted pleafures of 
the underftanding, and thofe ftrong and 
refined a£fedions of the heart, which our 
philofophers, of the Vedanta fchool, fo el^o- 
quently defcribe* 

ANOTHER clafs of fouls, thou kuowcft 
will be compelled to endure the fervitude 
of tranfmigration ; inhabiting the bodies 
of animals poffeffing characters fimilar to 
thofe, by which theythemfelves, while in 
life, were diftinguiflxed. Thus, thou per- 
ceiveft that the idea of future retribution 
is one, whofe propriety and truth, both 
our education and reafon ftrongly enforce. 
Still, it i$ defpifed and contemptuoufly 
rejeded by this female philofopher. 

ACCUSTOMED as thou haft been, from 
thy youth, to venerate the precepts of the 
aged, and to honor the diftates of thy 
parents, thou wilt be fhocked, that a phi- 
Ic^opher Ihould prtfume to impeach the 
propriety of thofe fentiments. But ma- 
RY, ftrenuoufly argues, that no more re- 



1^^ ihovld I>e p^ to tier oj^omotis 
of a papent, than XQlhofh^af^ auy otb«r 

r^tionai'bfiUgj . . i. : :> 

> ■ '« 

Tu A t any 'oiie 'ffioiild be ' fiibj^cled* to 
tlie control of another i either mhisbpinw 
ions of conduQ;, merely" Jbgcaufe charic^ 
has niade that being his parent, fhe de- 
clares to be highly abfurd. Thou may 'ft' 
be able to judge, how far this new phi- 
lofophy conduced to the happinefs of the 
female philofopher, when tho^ ^rt inform- 
ed, that fhe attempteii to^ d^ftroy her 
own life. Repeatedly did flic feek the 
oblivion of death, by throwing herfelf 
into the Thames j and as often was flie ref- 
cued from a watery grave. 

THUS, my dear El HaflEm, have I ex- 
plained to thee, rather more copioufly, 
than I intended, - the leading features of 
this new fyftem of female philofophy. 

SUCH extravagant and impious ipecu- 
lations could proceed only from a phren- 
fied and extravagant min d . Accordingly, 
the ftyle, in which they are written, is 
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obfcturej rhapfbdiod, and often wholly 
XHuntdU^bk. The figures are nfbaSy 
daubed with extravagant ct^oring ; iha- 
dows aD4 fubftaaces are jpined j " he* 
goats and foxes are yoked together }" 
and a man of a correal mind, and a (tigni> 
fied taile, will be Ihocked with rhetorical 
•abfurdities in every page. 

« SALUTATION to the great Ganefa." 
May the Almighty Brumma enlighten 
Dur minds with true philofophy, and pre* 
ferve us from plulofophical madnefe. 
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XlflE author e&The Rights cf Wdman 
has not been alone in the great work of 
corrupting her fex. She ha§ been aided 
by the whole band of modern philofo-' 
phers } operating, it is true, according to 
the particular fyftem, which each- propo- 
fed to himfelf ; but generally, the object 
and the effect have been the fame* 

THE influence of the new philofophy 
upon the femialefex, has. been more ex- 
tenilve, and more vifible, in Frante, than 
in any other country. It is one capital 
Qbjed of tlu& philofophy, to decry the in- 
ftitution of marriage. Accordingly, in 
France, this inftitution has been render^ 
cd almoft ufdefs by the facility, with 
which divorces are obtained. 

THE theatre, the ftyle of drefs,.the r«^ 
tional tafte, and inihort, the whpxc ^^: . 



(Htution of fociety, in that country, have 
tendeddirediy, to chcrMhi a fpiftt ckf eftfi- 
ed Yoluptuoufuf & ; refined^ I mean, as to 
the variety of the mqdes in.wiu£b.kfgeks 
gratification, but rampant and uncontrqla- 
ble in the fpirits, wKich ftimulates it to ac- 
tion. Of coMi:fe» chjdjki^y . l>as tiif re be- 
(pnie a very uncc^n^iOQ smd un&fluo^a^ 
ye virtue j and m^ya fairl^uly may; be 
found, .whp is :aeither w?/W, ^<^o^9:iior 

THE new philofophy, as yet, has ac- 
quired, comparatively, only a Emited in- 
fluence over the females of America . — 
But, it has f acquired an ijofluence already 
too great,tQ efcape the notice pf ^^real phi- 
lofop^er. 

THE females of Hinduftan, thou know- 
eft, are taught, that modefty is the l^^igKt- 
eft ornament of female virtue j aftfl that 
concealment heightens the ettiplre of beau- 
ty. Hence, ihcy ftudioufly veil thofe 
charms, whofc ^xpofure, indeed, iWeUs 
the veins of the' beholders with a torrent 
of lawlefs paffion ; but.foon produces fa-, 
tietyi indifference and difgiift. 



NOT all the *rfenton motions, tfie laf- 
dvioAs gefturcs, and the rich perfumes of 
(Mt dofklng gfrlsy ^Jiom the laWs of Hin- 
dBftati allow to prttftitute theh" perfons, 
to fecure the chaftity iHF tile virtuous p^- 
of the fex, can prevent difguft from fill- 
ing the breafts of the beholders. 

BUT, in America, although the women 
are beautiful as the fun, with complex<- 
ions refembling the firflt blufhes of the 
morning, and perfons graceful as the poe-. 
tical liftefs, who wander in the fpicy 
groves of Math'ura, ftill, the new jAi- 
lofophy has induced them, in many in- 
ftances, to expofe their perfons in fuch a 
manner, as to excite paflion, but to extin- 
guilh refped. 

THE ftyle of drefs, by which this expo- 
fure is effefted, was firft introduced by 
the theatres. 

FREQtTENTLY, whcn attending the 
theatre in this metropolis, I have feen the 
moft beautiful aftreffes exhibit their per- 
fons, in robes of lawn, fo tranfparent, and 
yet, fo adhefive, as to difcover every la- 

D 2 
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tent {Hpc^rtion and beauty. In the 
robes of the other fex alfb^ they . expofe 
their delicate limbs, and vdnly emulate 
the firm ftep, and manly port, which na- 
ture has de^ed them* 

FROM the ftage this tafte has defcend- . 
ed into* private life. 

OFTEN, when reclining on a fofa, by 
the fide of a fair American^ I have thought, 
that her white bofom, fcatcely veiled at 
all from my fight, and her finely propor- ' 
tioned limbs, which the extreme thin-' 
nefs and narrownefs of her apparel ren- 
dered quite evident to the' eye, would 
have excited impure emotions in any 
heart, lefs fubjed to reafon, than that of; 
a Hindu philofopher* 

WHEN I have ftoppedin my walks, as 
I often do, at fome public corner, the con- 
fined motion of the limbs, in robes fcarce- 
ly eighteen inches inbjreadth, has enabled 
me to compare with great; accuracy, the 
delicate proportions and graceful move-, 
mcnts of the fprightly fair ones, wlio wan- 
der forth into the ftrcf tsof this metropolis. 
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AT fird:, 1 liappofed thefc fsmalM to be 
of the^«famecWs' widir the dancing girU of 
Hindufi^n, and, of couvfe, . oondtided^ 
that the Qate oiFfoi^^ty in America^ where 
fo many .females apipeared ifithedrefs of 
courtezans, muft be extreui^y depraved. 
But I have fince difcovered, that this drefs 
is affumed by ladies of pure reputaJtion, 
and unqueftionable virtue, 

THIS, my,.d^r El Haflan,^ may \^t call- 
ed the heroijm pf female chaftity : For. 
what lady of ^reputation, who is not a he-> 
roine in virtbe,. would d^e to hang out 
to puWic view, the infigni;9i of naeretri-. 
cious indu)gei]ice ? No conclijfion muft^bec 
drawn frpm thefe fads, that there are in 
this country, no ladies oieafy virtue^ Ma-, 
ny fuch there are ; but they cannot be dif- 
tinguiihed in the great cities^ hy tb^ir drefs ^ 
from ladies of char after. 

ANOTHER effeft of the new philofo^ 
phy, probably imputable, in a great de- 
greei to the influence of Mifs Wbolftohe- 
craft's dedrines, muil not be paffed over 

in filence. • • * 



THfi people of erery country liavc 
theit own pccalfeir Aiodes of jfrbfanenefe 
in tilfcourfe. S^ j[>rc)£ineli^9 J intend a 
comempt of fecr^d things ; atid, in this 
fenfc^ evet^ ptople, ©f whatever religion^ 
may be prof^tie. 

BUT by the univerfal confent of man- 
kindy this vice is efteemed peculiarly vul- 
gar, and wholly without apology. 

IN women we always expeft delicacy, 
and tendernefs, and of courfe, reverence 
for the Gods. Whenever any of the grofs 
vices of nien are found in \«rdmen, they 
are, therefore, peculiarly difgufting. — 
What then, O El Haffan, wholiaft ever 
been accuftomed to hear the women of 
Hinduftan, Titter the awful names of Brum-^ 
MA and SeraswaTv, with uplifted eyes, 
and features folemnized by devotion ; — 
what will be thy ^ftonifhment to hear; 
that the females of this country profane, 
with the moft flippant levity, the name of 
their G^d, ridicule his attributes and his 
worlhip, and diftribute curfes as the coni- 
mon compliments of an evening. Yet, 



metropolis. Nob . uafoeqiuaiittjr, hsve I 
h^ard ,2L feir one, who feemed to have 
be^n born for tenderncfs and love, curfe 
her fate at, the card table, damn the foul 
of her partner for his Inattention, to the 
game, /wear that this was the moft un- 
lucky incident of i^er life, and grace eve- 
ry, exclamation, by an. imjpious appeal to 
her god; 

ALTHOUGH tTue to the hdy religion aS 
the Bramins^ and urifeduced by the fyf- 
tems of other countries, I could not hear 
this impiety without horror. My blood • 
drilled, and I involuntarily rndulgcd the 
idea, that the creature, whom I had feen, 
fo fair, fo delicate, and lovely, was but a 
fi^d, difguifed in * female form, to give 
to vice the borrowed. charms of beaju|y, 
aixd to qnabJc it toUeal imperceptibly :Tjip- 
on hearts, which would have recoiled^ had 
it approached in . its own native jde£or- 
mity* 

I AM told, that this vice ^xifted before 
tlie origin of the new phUofophy ; but that; 
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tibis philofopliy ias given it a moil ai^urmw^ 
ing and e3:teniive IscreaCe. . 

WITHOUT any reference to its horrid 
impiety, did the fair creatures, who ufe 
fuch language, only know how com- 
pletely it ftrips them of every feminine 
charm, and , how , odious it makes them, 
appear in the eyes of thofe, whom they 
are moft anxious to pkafe, they would 
furely abandon a pradice, which in men 
is offenfive, but in woman is difguftiogly 
fliocking. Indeed, what can be more un-^ 
natural,than that a beautiful virgin fliould 
.Utter a figh and a curfe in the fame 
breath? Surely, a man of modefty and. 
virtue, will turn with averfion from fo un-. 
natural a being. 

IT is a remarkable fad, that this prac- 
tice has acquired the molV extenfive fway 
in the mofi genteel and polifhed circles; 
while in thofe, which are equally removed 
from meannefs and pride, it hardly has 
an exifience* 

THE athletic exercifes, which the fe- 
inale philofopher fo cogently recom^i. 
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tteods, have been adopted, in Aimericft) 
tonly in a partial degree. 

. '^ I HAVE .indeed heard of a great Nabob 
in this country, who. has educated his 
daughter to leap .a fen<;e without bringing 
her clothes into contad, to vault from 
the ground* intO'theiaddle, and even to 
manage a mettlefom? horfe, while, ftand^ 
nig upon one foot, on his back. 

A LADY, alfo, at Saleniy a town far to 
the north-eaft, in a Soubah or Diftrid, 
called Maflachufetts, initiates young vir^- 
gins, into the invigorating exercife of ikat- 
ing ; an amufement, which, in an epiftle 
from Holland, 1 have already. explained. 
One would fuppofe, that the narrow ap- 
parel of falhionable females, would great* 
ly impede the exertions of the fair one's 
mergiesj in this moft flippery diverfion j 
and ihould Ihe fall headlong, (an accident 
which often occurs to boys,) who datn di- 
vine the confequences, which might en- 
fue? 

o, BL HASSAN, my friend ! how would ♦ 
it affed thy heart and mind, to fee thefe 
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daughters of Hinduilad ? Still may they 
remain modeft, timid and feminine^ and 
may no «>ld-U ea rted, fcrockms' phHofo- 
pher attcmjrt tofitbftitute-tliititiifculihe 
robofthefs ofrfiaraaer, wtichMary WoU 
ftbnecraft intftilcates, in the place of that 
dcUglitfultendemefs;*Hldiadoi'«S€very 
finnale zBSbrt, \fhfch erfivehs ^jTO^rfty, 
and fmootfas the pillow bf grief. 
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Immense oceans roll a wafte of wa- 
ter, and unexplored continents ftretch 
their regions between Shahcooi^en and 
thofe he loves. 

HOW often does my heart figh for the 
(hady bowers of Agra, my dear native 
land ; how do I dwell upon thofe happy 
days, when in company with thee, I wan- 
dered in the flowery vale of Cafhmere ; — 
walked by moon-light upon the banks of 
the ancient Indus ; watched the revolu- 
tions of the bear, and the fetting of Orion, 
from the top of Mat'hura ; vifited the 
venerable abodes of the Bramins, upon 
the borders of the facred Qanges; or plun- 
ged my limbs in its purifying waves ? In 
fearch of knowledge, to which my life 
has been devoted, we then explored the 
imtnenfe regions of Hinduilan, and fur- 
veyed the inhabitants of Ceylon, breath- 

£ 






50 LETTERS OF 

ing aromatic gales, and the wretched out- 
caft, who gathers gems in the mines of 
Golconda. 

TO a real philofopher, man is the mod 
interefting fubjed of contemplation. — 
M^eftic mountains^ magniiicent rivers, 
flowery yallies, and boundlefs land&apes, 
occur in every. country, and are prefent- 
ed to every eye. 

EVEN thofe Regions, whefe cold and 
darknefs, in one unceafing night, iifufp 
the empire of half the year ; and where, 
during that period, the eye furveys noth- 
ing but one boundlefs wafie of fnow ; fiiU 
enjoy an equal period of day j when the 
fun does not fet, verdure fprings upon the 
hills, animals fport upon the plains, and 
birds flutter through the air. 

THEN, perhaps, the Greenlander, be* 
holding his fields, lately buried in fnow, 
but now verdant and beautiful, feels no 
lefs delight than the native of Orixa, 
who reclines beneath bowers, that are al- 
ways green, and liftens to the bubbling of 
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ftreams that are never arrefted by froft ; 
and while contemplating his mountains^ 
whofe fides are verdant, but whofe tops 
are covered with everlafting fnow, or fur- 
veyihg thofe huge drifts of i^e, which, 
while they lift their Q)arkling turrets to 
the fun, are driven by impetuous billows 
upon the rocks, which lie concealed in the 
ocean, perhaps he enjoys a degree of plea-' 
fure, which may compenfate for the >^nt 
of valUes (miling with the Lot(u^ and hills 
Ibaded by the Vine. 

BUT my dear El Haflan, although my 
fenfes are perpetually alive to the charm- 
ing variety of natural fcenes, which the 
face of the earth every where exhibits ; 
ftill, MAN is my objed, for lmyfelf2sti a 
Man. 

MY three laft epillles were employed 
in delineating the doftrines of the new 
female philofophy, and their influence up- 
on the female charafter in America. The 
remainder of this epiftle I fliall devote to 
aft exhibition of the exifting charafter and 
purfuits of the female fex in this country, 
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difiributing them, as far as pofllble, into 
general claffes. 

THOSE, whom native depravity , or the 
arts of fedu&ion, have expofed to the de- ' 
gradation of mercenary intercourfe^ are 
comparatively few ; but ftHl they are fa 
numerous, efpeciatty in the great towns^ 
as frequently to excite both pity aftd dif- 

guft. 

IT is certainly a juft law, though it 
is a fevqre one, which virtuous fockties . 
iiniyeriaUy h^ive eilabUfhed, that a fingle 
error in the great article of female purity^ . 
fhould brand its unfortunate fubjcft with 
a degree of infamy, which no lapfe df 
time, and no future courfe of virtue, can^ 
entirely obliterate. 

BUT it is much to be regretted, that 
legiflators and patriots have not eflablifh-' 
ed fome fchool of reformation, where' 
thefe unfortunate beings may take refuge 
from guilt, difeafe, and infamy, and by a • 
courfe of fober indullry, and of regular 
conduct, procure an honeft fuppwt, 
make fome advances toward a recovery 
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of reputation, ^nd fome progrefs in real 
virtue. But, in moft countries, they are 
ihunned and abandoned by all, except 
thofe, whom guUty paflions Simulate to 
feck out the abodes of infamy and wretch- 
ednefs* To the honor ctf this metropolis, 
however, be it recorded, that an inftjtu- 
tion, founded upon the moft benevolent 
princiidee, has been lately eftabiilhed for ' 
the purpofe fpecified above. 

AtTEtt we have excluded the iniamous 
and abandoned, the women of this coun- 
try may be diftributed, with tolerable cor^ 
redndsi into three defcription^, 

THERE is a clafs, whom both nature 
and education have deftined to move in 
the humbleft walks of life. They are ig- 
norant, patient, and laborious ; common- 
ly faithful to their families ; they wear 
out life in hard labour for their fupport. 
Their time is divided between flaviih fer* 
vitvde, and fluggilh repofe j and the only 
recreation, which they enjoy, is an occafi* 
onal vi^ to the neighboring women of 
the fame degree, when their vanity is gra* 
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tificd by a difplay of their beft appardi, 
a little Bohea recreates the ^rks, and the 
viBage ftories employ the tongue. €)n 
'Sunday, alfq, the day of worlhip, they 
fometimes appear at church, where, as it 
ufually happens to ladies of foperior rank, 
nothing, apparently, engages their atten- 
tion Icfs, than the exercifes of the dsty^ 
Upon the whole, this dafs of women are 
confined to a fphere of Kfe, where little 
can be enjoyed, though much muft be en- 
dured., 

6* the two other ctlflGjs, tbeiad^ of 
quality J in every thing, but the degree of 
happiuefs, which they enjoy ,ibriii the per» 
fe^ contraft to the one laft drfcrihed^ 

WITH theih pleafure conftitutes the 
great bufinefs of life. Their time is divi- 
ded between the tranfports of difCpation, 
and the liftleflhefs of ennui. When even- 
ing arrives, the fair creature rolls in the 
gilded chariot to theplay houfe. There the 
fplendor of the lights; of the fcenery, and ' 
the company, with the ftrains of the mu- 
fic, and the tones, drefs and adion of the 
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pbyers, lay hold on hex feofes, wMm h&t 
inoaginatioa tor rliraplbdy, and prodiic^. % 
temporary ioifU'eflioii, ttott fee fe tr^nf*- 
ported to a new and more exalted ftate of* 
things, where gpief is defpair, and loVe is 
e3:tacy. She mourrts for poor Monimia, 
weeps for haptefs Defdemona^ and glows 
with rage at the^ black crirAes of Af/7- 
waocL 

ALTHOUGH grofs indelicacy, both in 
drefi arid language, appear' upon the ftage, 
ftill the fair on^ joins the rank apptanfe', 
and aid* the guilty triumph. In the in- 
tervals o€ the pky, perhs^s ih« ogles at 
fome fiv€>rite beau, peeps through the 
lattice of her fan, while-ftte feexns to hide 
her face, or whifpers Tome romantic fen- ' 
timent to the befle, wht^fits next to her« 

. AFTEi^t tke pl^y ihe ireti^rns home, fick 
of the duM fcenes of real life, longs to he- . 
com^e the herwne of foine adventure, and 
the favorite of fome gaUant knight. 31ie 
flijinbers Qn a bed of dawn, and beneath. 
a canopy of filk, till the'fun has travelled, 
halfway from the dawn to the meridian. 
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Then, Unguid and pale, through cxceffive 
indulgence^ Ihe redeems time enough 
from fleep to drcfs for the evening. 

i 

THE circus, perhaps, opens its doors, 
and the delicate creature, who would have 
Ihrieked at a fpider, and fwooned at a 
moufe, flies with alacrity to fee feats of 
dangerous adivity, and perilous horfe- 
manihip. 

THE circus, my dear ElHafTan, Is a 
place where men, who have been trained 
to the bufinefs, mount horfes of great ac- 
tivity, which arc driven round upon half 
fpeed within the circular building, where 
the fpeflators are feated« While the horfea 
are in fuU motion, the riders vault from 
the ground into the iaddle, and back to 
the ground again ; ftand upon one foot, 
on the horfe, with the toes of the other 
foot in the mouth ;— fuftain a boy ereft 
upon the fhoulder ; and perform a thou- 
(and other feats, the fight of which, to a 
man of humanity, is painful in the e^r 
treme. 
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THOU \vilt a&, what there is in this 
amufement, which can intereft a National 
mind? I have often afked the queftion 
too ; but have been told, that I had mis* 
taken- the objeft of the amufement j for, 

it was invented for the entertainment of 
ladies of quality. 

THOU wilt hardly credit the idda, that 
ladies fliould be entertained by an ainufe- 
ment, which is both diftreffing and inde« 
cent ; for as well might the women of 
Hinduftan refort to the vallies of Bahar, 
to fee the unwieldy movements of the 
elephants, which are tamed for war. 

. BUT I have learned from an accurate 
furvey of human life,- that there is no 
amufement, hoover foreign from the : 
delicacy of the fex, and no dreis, howe- 
ver indecent, which the tyranny q£ fafli* 
ion wUl not impofe upon ladies of quality^ ^ 
in countries, which have not, tike Ifin* 
duftan^ wifely regulate the contour of a 
garmept, and tlie diverfion^ of an evening* . 

IF both the circus and the theatre are 
clofed, perhaps the fair lady, when the. 
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firft fhades of night darken the valfiesy re- 
forts to a gay circk, fips hyfon, nibbles 
half a hifcuit, and r dates the perils ihe 
encountered in pafiing the dark pafiage at 
the laft play, where the courage of Sir 
Chryiopber Lovelace^ faved her from the 
lois of her flipper. 

THE piano or harpficord beguiles the 
firft se^Qoients of the evenings but p(re- 
fently, the card^tables are diQ>layed, and 
every eye is fised, and every nnnd is in- 
tent upon the progrefs of the game. The 
fickle goddeis, fortune, flutters from fide 
to fide, and feems in doubt where to reft, 
till at length ftie fettles upon the breaft of 
fome fair gamefter. 

IT would be difgufting to defcribe all 
the four looks, the heart-burnings, and 
^ genteel curfes, which occur- on both fides 
of the game, before the clock ftrikes tbree^ 
and the harbinger of day, founds his flirilL 
darioa at the approach of light. 

THEN, thefe ladies of quality, with ja- 
ded i^rits, and diftemperied minds, retire 
to feveriflk dreams, stnd broken flumbers.^ 
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Kow and tiien^ an idle Jhxmr is fpcnt in 
foring over tlie page of fome ^kywing 
R6^el, oi? extravagant romance ; an air- 
ily is taken in a coach with clofcd win- 
dows ; a morning call is made, or a gild? 
ed fan cheapened. 

THE baH alfo difplays its dazzling 
fplendbrs, where elegance, muiic, and lux- 
ury, reign within, while winter rages 
without^ Here, the fair oije, in all the 
pomp of drefs, floats down the dance ;— 
while' the fop, a gilded />j^<!?, flutters ' by 
her flde. 

THUS, with thefe ladies, Mfc is one 
fcene of varying diffipation, with fuch in- 
terruptions only, as nature imperioufly 
demands, to reftore her exhaufted pow- 
ers. All the endearing charities of mo- 
ther, fifter, wife, are fwallowed up in one 
wide gulf of diffipation ; and the mind, 
barren of ufeful information, and the 
heart, deftitute of praftical virtue, fall a 
prey to defpair, whenever ficknefs feizes 
on the conftitution, or old age dcftroys 
its youthful powers. 



6c LETTERS OF 

o, AiY dear £1 Haflan^ wouldft thou &- 

left fuch an one for the wife of thy bo^ 

fom, or the mother of thy children ?— ^ 
Would her fmiles thrill thy heart witi 
joy ? Would her tendernefs cheer thy 

,£ick bed, or her endearing converle be- 

^ik thy midnight hours i 

BUT the other and remaining dafs of 
American women, is of a charafter en- 
tirely different from either of thofe, which 

• , , • 

I have defcribed. They are placed above 
the miferies and meannefs of poverty ; 
and below the vices and vanity of wealth. 

EARLY imbued with virtue and mo- 
defty, they are rational, domeftic, and 
induftrious. Their life is divided be- 
tween ufeful employment, cheerful foci- 
ety, and virtuous and moderate amufe- 
ments. Rarely at the theatre and affem- 
bly room, and never at the circus arid card- 
table, their pleafures give a zefl to life, 
and render . welcome the return of the 
fire*fide liappinefs, and the family fociety. 
Bufinefs is with them the pleafure, not 
pleafure tlie buiineis, of life: They rife to 
breathe the fweet incenfe of the morning. 
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ili(faidi tbe joyful eartb offers toii^jjneat 
l^reatiar ^ thqr Uften tp the matin fbng of 
the httk, ndiik ihe mounts into the dov4% 
tbftt are jgU^d 'with the fii>ft ^jBiiioti^ <^ 
%ht. 

THE volumes wHch contain the pre- 
xepts of reKgion arid motald j th6fe which 
unfold the iQpxiugs of human action, anci 
delineate the thoufand Ihades of human 
charader; the clear page of hiftory ^ the 
books of the fine arts, and the treafures 
of poetical lore, all lie open to their peru- 

fal, and occupy a portion of each pailing 

day. 

TH£ domefik offices, and the houlhold 
good, are not forgotten* Confcious that 
the femily is the great fcene, of female ac- 
tion, and of female pleafi^ie« here they 
concentrate their moft ferious thoughts, 
and make their moft ferious exertions. 

DESPismo, alike, that contemptible 
fervility, which would afcribe to them the 
perfections of angels, and oiSer them the 
adoration of Gods ; and that unnaturd 
fyftem of &]& phUofophy, which would 
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harden them into mafculine bei&gs, too 
prQud to be wooden^ too weak to be meii'^ 
they cultivate the feminine virtues^ fweet- 
en every adion by tehderneis, and grace 
every fentiment by love. O, my dear £i 
Hafian, wouldft thou not^eftfuchan 
ope for the wife of thy bofom» and the 
inother of thy children ? Would not her 
finiles thriU thy heart with joy ? Would 
not her tendernefe cheer thy fick bed, and 
her endearing cpnverie beguile thy mid« 
^naght hours ? Salutation to Ganefa. 
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better f^ft^. 
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1 HE Poetry of a country is among 
the laft fubjefts, which a traveller is ablc^ 
tp inveftigate. i 

A PERFECT knowledge of tlie language,^ 
not only in its radical powers, but in all 
its delicate beauties, and namelefs varie- 
ties of fignification, and a complete ac- 
quaintance with the geography,, hiftory, 
literature, employment and genius of the 
nation, areindifpenfeblyjaeceffary to one,, 
who would fully underftand and highly 
relifh the Poetry of the country which he 
vifits. 

THE literature of Great JBritain and 
of Engliih America, is enjoyed in com- 
mon by both countries. Both have the 
fame language } and fo great a fimilarity 
exifts between their laws, inftitutions, 
ftatc of fodety, and national purfuits. 



$4 LSTT£|I8 OP ^*^ 

that the literary produdions of the one 
nation are perfetftty nnderftood and refifii- 
cd by the other. 

BUT as EngliHi AYnerica was plliit^ 
by Great.&'itain, tite li»tw b^ adhtafMod 
far beyond the formtr in every dS^art- 
of literature. 

w£RE I to attempt a cotxiphie accent 
of Englifb literature^ embracing the leariu 
ing of both countries, I fhould indeed en- 
ter a moft cxtcnfive field. 

> 

EVEN EngliCb Poetry alone would af* 
ford a very copious fourcc of entertain- 
ment ; for the Englifli poets are very nu- 
merous, and fome of their productions 
would not fufFer by a comparifon with 
thofe of any age or country. 

4 

THE names of Milio^j, Dryden^ Sbahf^ 
fear and Pope vnM be revered, fo long as 
their produdions^ furvive the ravages of 
time. 

r 

BUT at prefent, I intend to confine, 
my remarks princip^ly to the ftate qi pp- 
etry in America. 
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TWO centuries ago, Englilh America 
was peopled by a fitvage race of men, inv 
tii^ deftitute of learning, arts and laws. 
Witkin two hundred years, it has been 
populated by emigrants from various E\u 
ropean coun^es, but principaUy from 
Great Britain. 

i^ that &ort period^ they have in* 
creaied to more than 5,ooo,ppp ; have 
built numberleis cities, towns and villa* 
ges i reduced to cultivation a country of 
immenfe extent ; eftlbliihed a couunerce 
with every part of the globe, and accu«- 
mulated Wealth, and advanced in the afts^^ 
to a degree, which no human^mind couki 
have forefeen* 

NOR has their literature been entirely 
neg^eded. Very refpeftable proofs of 
American erudition and talents in many 
departments of fcience can be produced^ 

BUT thou knoweft, beloved El HaiTan, 
that we muft not look for great efforts in 
fcience, and high attainments Ik arts in. 
a young country. Such efforts, and fuch 
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aittainmeiit», are eKhibited only ia a ma- 
ture ftatc of focicty, where great wealth 
and undivided leifure afford ti^e means of 
purfuing, and cherifh a difpofition to rel- 
iSh the hk^ refined fpeculations of fcience, 
tad the moft elegant produ&ions of tafte. 

WE might therefore have reafonably 
fuppofed, what I have found to be the 
fady that the literature of thi$ country 
is fiill in its infancy. In* fome ^tu^re epi£- 
tl^ I may fuggeft fairther remarks, upon 
American literature j but I will now re* 
turn from this excurfion to the confider-- 
ation of th^ fi^te of ju^try in Englifh 
America. 

THE poetical produ^ons trf this coun- • 
try are not numerous ; thofe I mean 
which are of confiderable length, and 
are calculated to endure to future gene.* 
rations. 

AMONG the principal are the Conqueft 
of Canaan, an epic poem, by Dwight; 
the Viii0M|f Columbus, by Barlow ; and 
M'Fingal; a burlefque epic poem, by 
Trumbull. 
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THjt Gonqneft of Canaan, w» writtoi 
while tbe author was very young. It ri- 
fes in many iniiances to high fublimity^ 
and not a few pailag» might be felefted 
of peculiar poetical beauty and refined 
tenderneis. It 1$ remarkable that no paf- 
iage can be pointed out, which would 
give offence to the ftrifteft moraKtyj and 
its love icenes are diftinguifhed by a free- 
dom from every degree of licentioufneis» 
But the poem labors under a dlfadvan- 
tage from its being written in rhyme. 
This evidently fubjefts the poet to much 
reftraint. His mind appears to have been 
ardent and vigorous, and his imagina- 
tion fublime ; but his conceptions are 
cramped by his poetical fetters, and not 
unfrequeritly. labor in qonfequence of the 
poverty of language. 

HIS rhyme alfo, fronj the length of the 
poem, produces an uniformity, which is 
fometimes unpleafant,— I will not epter 
into a minute criticifm upon this Poem, 
but content myfelf with prodT^ng a fin-^ 
gle paffage, which will give fome idea of 
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the nthor^9 manner of tiiiiifig«-^Ife is 
ddcribii^ the piecurfors cf the final dif- 
fohition of the world. 

« Hfid thefe dire fcenet, more iwful (cene* flnU riiie, 
Sad nations quake, and trembling feisse tke ikies, 
From the dark tomb (baR fbuftd fights aicMid ; 
And ftdlen ibimdi the ittpimg fluoioii read; 
Pale ghofts with terror iMreak the dreamer's charm. 
And deatk4ike cries the llftening world alarm. 
Then midnight pangs ikalt tofs the cleaving plaixu ; 
Fell famine wanton o'er unbiiried trains ; 
From clumbKng^monntains baleful* flames afpire - 
Realms fink in floods, and towns diflblve in fire ; 
In ever^r blaft the fpottcd plague be driven, 
And angr]r meteors blaze athwart the heaven. 
Clouds of dark blood ihall bl^t thef Cun> broad Mf^ 
Spread round th* immenfe,and ihroud the world in night* 
With pale and, dreadful raj the cold moon g^eam ; 
The dim lone ftara d^ffufe an ai^;uifli'd besimt 
- Storms rock the ikiei; «fili<ked ocean roar, , 
Andianguine billows die the ihuddering fhore.** Ac. 

THE author of the Conqueft of Ca- 
naan, has written feveral other poems. I 
could with pleafure copy many parts of 
them, which in my view are highly ejccel- 
lent ; but the limits of this epiftle will 
not permit me to extraft very copioufly. 
Take the fl|Dllowing beautiful introduc- 
tion to " Greenfield Hill," as a fpeci- 
men of the author's talents in blank verfe. 



life in her cyej and mufic in licr voice ; 

lid, l^priag itlunis, additttidBi tbe Widto' j«]r ! 

Foctb crirep t&efiiiililig hcfbi} eai^a^dtlK Hawmf 

New-looa'd, andburfting from their iey bonds. 

The ftreatts fxeOk waible, and thro every mead 

Coav«7 i««hMe v^i^d^VB s e^^ierf boagi^ 

Full blowa and lovelf, teem* with fweet9 JiAd ioi^S^ 

And hillt and plaiaa, and paftnret fci^l the prime." 

- 

A SHORT poem, called Columbia,, by 
the feme author,, pdBefles great merits, 
alfo, a fitirical piece in verfe, lalhing the 
critics, who, as the poet conceived, had 
trieated hi$. works too feverely. . Another 
fatiriotl p^etn, the Trmmpi ^ Jnjidelity^ is 
uniformly afcribed to the fame writer, 
though never acIo^Mrledged by him, in 
which, under fictitious aaaies, he chailifes 
feveral great perfonages, diftinguifhed by 
th w ip^jriety and their vicqs* 

THIS author has pubiiflied more poet- 
ry than any other American, (except, per* 
haps Frenau, a. poet remarkable only for 
the quantity of yerfe which he has writ- 
ten), ' and although his countrymen are 
now divided in fentiment, as to the de- 
gree of fame, to which he is entitled, it u 



which is lieapcd tipdn his AaWtter, b 
attMhfid by his cauntrymea to his poeti- 
cal prododoom. 

IT is therefore probable^ thabt^ at feme 
future period, his merits, as a poet^ will 
bemore jufiJy s^rec^ated^ than at prefeht. 

THE Mock Epic Poem entitled MTin- 
gal, ka hi]^ inftance of keca wit, fcvcre 
iatire, and poetical beauty. 

THE author poiTefles a mind original- 
ly ingenious, acute and brilliant ; hie has 
^axim in to his aid the fiorte of C^rttian 
and Homan Icasaing ; he is perfe^y at 
home, when upon daiSical gr0und, aiid al* 
'hides with the moft happy £aainliarity tD 
the higheft fnomiments of poetical gemas« 

IT is ifnpofitble toperufe a ilngle page 
of his admirable produdion without de- 
light. The lines which open the fourth 
Canto I have feleAed, to afibrd thee a mo- 
ment's pleafure. * 

«< >Now il%bt ctme ilowiif »ad toCc full Boom 
That patronefs of rogues, the moou ; 
Beneath vrhofe kind proteding ray 
Wolves, brute and hlunani prowl for prey. 



Tke ho&f ft wodd all fynor^d m chorasi 
While owls gud^hofts and thieves and toties, 
Whom crtt the mid-.day fun had aw'd, 
Crept from their lurking holes abroad. 
On cautiQUa JmgeSy.flpw.a^d ftiller 
. Wide op'd U^eig^eat M'Fingal's cellar. 
Where ftut from, prying eyes inclufter, 
The tory Pandemonium uinfter; 
Their chiefs. all Qtting round defcried are, 
On kegs of ale and feats of cyder ; 
When firft M'Fipgal, dimly feen» 
. Rofe folemn from^ the turnip bin* 
Nor yet his form had wholly loft 
The Original brlghtnefs, it cotdd boaft. 
Nor lefs appear'd tkan Juftice Quorum, • 
In feather d majefty before 'em." . > 

THE defcription of MTingal's tamng 
and feathering is fo humorous, that I can- 
not forbear extrafting it. 

« Forthwith the croud proceed to deck, 

With halter'd noofe M'FingaPs neck, . 

While Jie» in peril of his foul, 

Stood tied half-hanging to the pole ; 

Then lifting high the ponderous jar, 

Four'd o*er his head the fmoking tar : 
♦ * « « # 

His flowing wig, as next the brim» 

Firft met and drank the faUe ftream $ 

A down his vifage ftem and grave, 

RoU'd and adher'd the vifcid wave ; 

G 
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With arms depending as he ftcod. 

Each cuff capacious holds the flood j ' 

From nofe and chin's remoteft end^ 

The tarry icicles depend ; 

Till all o'erfpread with colors gay 

He glittcr'd to the weftcm ray, 

Like fleet-bound trees in wintry fkie% 

Or Lapland idol carv'd in ice. 

And now the feather4>ag difplay'd. 

Is wav'd in triumph o'er hb head> 

And ipreads him o'er with featliers mifSve 

And down upon the tar adhefive/' i 

AOAiv, the defcription of the procef- ! 

fion: J 

^ . 1 

**Then on the two-wheeled car of ftate. 

They rais'd our grand Triumvirate. j 

• • • • « I 

With like devotion all the choir 
Paraded round our feather'd 'fquirc ; 
In front the martial mufic comes 
Of horns and fiddlesi fifes and drums. 
With jingling found of carriage bells, 
And treble creek of rutted wheels ; 
Behind, the crowd in lengthen'd row 
With grave proceffion clos'd the (how." &c. 

INDEED^ to do juftice to this Poem, I 
ihould be obliged to tranfcribe the whole. 
No Poem of American compofition has 
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gained equal celebrity, and commanded 
in an equal degree, the admiration both 
of Europeans and Americans. 

HUMPHREYS alfo has gained coniider- 
able reputation as a poet; but his produc- 
tions have been fhort and occafional. 
Some of his befl: pieces were written amidft 
the tumult of a camp, and cannot, there- 
fore, be expeftcd to exhibit the accuracy 
of a clofeted ftudent. Although fome- 
times incorred, he exhibits undeniable 
proof of poetical genius. He was at once 
a folcjier, a poet, and a gentleman. 

- TH£ following is an extraft froin his 
elegy on the burning of a town by the 
British troops. It was written on the 
fppt, foon after the event. 

*« Ye fmoking ruins, marks of hoftile ire, 
' Ye afhes warm, which drink the tears that flow ; 
. Ye defblated plains my voice infpire, 
And give foft mufic to the fong of woe. 

• Howpleafant Fairfield, on th' enriptur'd fight, 
Rofe thy tall fpires, and op'd thy fecial halls j 
Hdw oft, my hofom beat with pure delight, 
At yonder fpot where ftand the daiken'd walls. 
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But there the voice of mirth rdbimdino more^ 
A filent fadaefs thro' the (Ireet ptevails : 
The diftant main alone is heard to roar^ 
And hollow chimnies bum with fullen gales. 

Save where fcorch'dElms ih* nntunelf foliage fiied^ 
Which ruftling hovers round the faded green ; 
Save where at twilight penfiv&>mbamers tre»d 
Mid reoeat graves o'^ defolation's fcdne." 

THE four poets whom' I fiavt mention- 
ed are ftill in the vigor of life; Tie three 
lafl are natives of a fmall province, lying 
to the Norti, called Connefticut ; and all 
of them were educated at the fame fchool, 

and were mutually companions and 
friends. 

HoPKiNsoN is a poet of great brillian- 
cy^ elegance and wit.. His produdions 
however are Ihort and occafional. Du- , 
ring the laft war, which has exifted in 
this country, a plan was devifed by the 
Americans, to blow up the Britifli fleets, 
by means of powder kegs. The conftcr- 
nation, fpread among the-Britifiai, by foiate 
of thefe kegs floating down the Delaware, 
among their fliipping, is mofl: humdroufly 
defcribed by Hopkinson, in *^The Battle 
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I of the Kegs." It would be doing the po* 
ct injuftice to extraft any part of it, with- 
out giving the whole. 

IT will be admired, fo long as a tafte 
for wit fhall exift in the world. 

LIVINGSTON, as being one of the firft, 
by whom ielegant verfe was written in 
America, deferves to be mentioned. 

HE difcovers genius, tafte, and univer-^ 
fally jufi fentiments. 

A POEM, called the Power of Genius^ has 
lately appeared in this metropolis ; it is 
of unequal merit in its different parts,^ 
and haii hardly paffed the public fcrutiny 
in fuch a manner, as to gain a decided 
character . I hefitate not however to fay^ 
that the writer is a' poet, and a man o£ 
genius.^ 

HE is not always perfedly'corrafb m 
I the ufe of figures, but his Pc^m certainly 
. pofiefles much merit. 

I TAKE the following lines as an ex^« 

^ pie* The poet is eulogifihg the moft dif- 
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tinguiihed bards of ancient and modern 
times. 

■ . 

*< Amidft his native wilds and mifty plains 
Sublimeft Oi&an pours his wisard ftratns, 
The Toice of old reviilts his dark dream. 
On his fad foul the deeds of warriors beam ; 
Alone he fits upon the diftact hill, 
Beneath him fklls the melankiholy rilL 
His harp lies by fatm on the ruffling grals. 
The deer before him thro the thickets pafs ; 
No hunter winds his flow and fuUen horn, 
No whiftiiing cowherd meets the breath of morn ; 
O'er the ftill heath the meteors dart^their light 
And round him fweep the mournful blafb of night 
O Toicc of Cora, bard of other times, 
May thy bold fpirit vifit thefe dull climes ; 

May the brave chicftans of thy rugged plains 
Remember O^&an, and revere m$ (trains, 

THESE are the mod diftinguifhcd 
American poets. Many fhort and occa- 

fional produdions have fallen in my way> 
and fome of them poffefs a high degree 
of merit ; but as they are generally com- 
mitted to pamphlets and news papers, 
they hardly fuirvive the revolution^ of a 
year. A poem of this kind, however, in- 
tituled the Prefent State of Literature^ pof- 
feffes uncommon merit, and the clofing 
lines of it, Ihall alfo clofc this epiftle-^ 
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" And 0, ftreet Facfj ! thou nymph forlorn. 
Cold, and unheeded, xs the wintry thom ; 
Still may thy voice be heard, vhere Ganges Bowst 
Or winter fits, girt with eternal fnows ; 
No venal" Tpot upon thy robe be feen ; 
No lullful pafEon wanton in thy mcin ; 
Still' may'ft thoulead with thy enchanting &nlnt - 
Th« mimic vrts, light dancing in thy train ; 
Fair virtue hail thee with a filler's eye ; 
Love own thy power, and pity leam to figh. 
May facred truth, from thy rich wardrobe drefs'di 
Come fmiling forth, of every charm poiTcfi'd, 
And faith and piety, upborne by thee, 
From earth afcend and bend th* adoring knee." 

THOU, my dear El Haflan,. wilt per- 
ceive with pleafure, the allulion which this 
writer makes to our beloved countiy. 
To me it was grateful as the fragrance of 
the morning to the early traveller. 
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Knowing thy attachment to the . 
Mulical Krishen, and the nine tunefizl 
Gopi A, his attendants ; and remembering 
tow thy foul ufed to glow with celeftial 
fire, and thy tongue to roll in harmoni-' 
oils periods, I enlarged my laft epiftle by 
feveral extrads from the volumes of 
American Poetry. 

TO thee, my friend, who art both a 
philofopher and a poet, it cannot fail of 
a£fording delight, to know how a people, 
who are ieparated froni Hinduilan by one « 
half the globc» ^^^P^^ the emotions of 
paflion, and the flights of fancy. 

BUT Amoican poetry is as different 
from that of Qindt^fian, a3 t)ie American 
himfelCis different fcom the Hindu. The 
poetry of every nation is characteriftical 
of it£blf, aad if all hiftorical records wex:e 
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deftroyed, and the poetry of evwy coiii>* 
try preferved, it wpuld not te difficult, 
from that fource alone, to difcover nati- 
onal chara6tefirr 

AS in my laft epiftle, I mentioned the 
principal Amicrican poems, thou wilt per- 
ceive, that only a fmall fiiare of attention 
has yet been paid to the cultivation of po- 
etry, in Amerios^* This does not arife 
from a deficiency of poetical talents, but 
from the ftate of fociety. For I have con- 
verfed with many Americans, whofe folds 
were elevated by the pureft poetical. fire ; 
whofe minds were familiar with every 
dreadful, and every pleafing foene j who 
had been accuftomed to contemplate, eve- ' 
ry thing which is " awfully vaft, or ele- 
gantly little ;" and to whom nature had 
opened her moft copious ftores of lan- 
guage. 

t AM told, alfo, that their fchools and 
colleges, frequently exhibit very hand- 
fotae proofs of poetical talents, which cul* 
tivatidn and leifure would probably ripen ' 
into the regular poetical charader* But 



every man is here a man of bufineis. So 
univer£iliy is thb true, that no American 
poet, by profeffiony can be found in the lift 
of their literary men. All thofe, who have 
made any Sgure iii poetry, have been men 
of bufinefs, who amufed their leifure 
hours with the charms of verfe. 

• NOR does the public tafte encourage 
the cultivation of poetry. Party-fpirit, 
and the luft of gain, rule the American 
nation with fuch undivided fway, as to 
engrofs every paffion, and inlift every pro- 
penlity. The meaneft man is a politician 
equally with the greateft, and feds as if 
** the weight of mightieft monarchies/* 
were to be fuftsuned upon his flioulders. 

AT fome future period, when the ftate 
of fociety fhall be fo much matured, as to 
afford literary men the means of undivid- 
ed leifure j and when a literary tafte in 
the nation, fhall in fome degree control 
the prefent ruling paffions, it is probable, 
that poetry will be fo far cultivated and 
elKX)uraged in America, that the fame of 
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Americaji Poets will be equally great, and 
their names equally refpoEtable, with thofe 
of Great Britai|i« 

THE natives of England, and of 
Engliih America, excel the Hindus in 
ftrength, and clearnefs of reafoning. They 
are more addided to logical and mathe- 
matical inquiries ; and in thefe, the En- 
gliih have acquired an unrivalled celel>- 
rity, and the Americans are making very 
handfome improvements. Indeed, the firft 
poets, both of England and America, are 
more difiinguiihed for ftrength and fubli- 
mity, than thofe of Hinduflan j but they 
are greatly inferior in that delicious lux- 
uriance of imagination, and playful ele- 
gance of ftyle, for which the Perfian and 
Hindu poets are fo remarkable. 

INDEED, my dear El Ha&n, when I 
indulgie myfelf, as I frequently do, in pe- 
rufing the volumes of Hindu and Perfian 
poetry, which I have feleded as the com- 
panions of my travels, and the amufe- 
ment of my penfive hours, I lofe myfelf 
in an ideal prefence in my own dear na- 
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tive land : I fyffer myfelf to be dduded 
into a convidion, tliat I am wandering in 
a fragrant grove, on the banks of the holy 
Ganges, marking the refleftion of the 
moon-beams from its dimply ^vaves, and 
lifiening to the fongs of the night-loving 
bird$9 that fing from the fruit-dropping 
trees, and render vocal every fpray. Th^n 
X ftart from my dream, tEe charmiixg 4- 
lufion is diflipated, and I cafi: my .eye^ 
around upon the land of itrangers. 

ALTHOUGH the fcenes of nature ih 
America, are lefs luxuriant, and the gild- 
ing of beauty is lefs fplendid, than iit Hin- 
dufian, ftill nature has here exerted her 
higheft creative powers in the jSroduftion 
of every thing, whiclx is marked by amag- 
ing grandeur, and awful fdblimity. , 

THE rivers J majeftic in their origin, 
fwe^ and expand iii their progrefs, t& 
embracing a thoiifand tributary flxeams, 
their breadth foon mocks the ken of hit- 
man eye. . RoUifig on to the ocean, they 
vifit a. hundred climes; they behold the 
painted favag^, in his bark canoe, ikim- 
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^ing the fur&ce with incredtbk Velocity, 
and bear ujpon thdr bo&tns the weight of 
nswieSf . Som^ ^aage to the North, and 
ftekati outlet beneath the polar ikies 4 
where the empire oifr^ yields, relii£l- 
antly, to the fummer funs ; and where 
the moil powerful torrents are arrefted in 
their channds, and chained faft to the 
rocks. Others flow to the South, till, 
confined by banks, that are covered, 
through the whole year, with fruits and 
flowers, they are loft in oceans, that fpar- 
kle to the vertical fun, and roll beneath 
the burning line. 

THE mountains^ alfo, ftretch, in con- 
iie<^cd ridges, through imrhenfe regions, 
and hide their craggy tops in the clouds 
c£ Heaven. Their fummits are gilded 
with fun«^eams, while their middle regi- 
ons are involved in ftprms and darkne&« 

IMMENSE lakes^ or inland feas, conneft- 
fed by ftraits, border the whole of the nor- 
thern frontier of the United States, and 
conne6t, in commercial relations, coun- 
tries, which are as remote from each other, 
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as the Barumpooter from the Indus* Be- 
tween two of thefe lakes, the ca$ara£l of 
Niagara tumbles, headlong, from the 
clouds ; a white column of 170 feet in 
height, hangs fufpended in the air ; the 
fpray rifes, and exhibits the rainbow in 
all its beauty ; while the thundering of 
^he torrent drowns every other noife, and/ 
is heard in diftant regions. 

LANDSCAPES, of bouudlcfs cxtcut, and 
infinite variety, are prefented on every 
fide. From the top of a mountain, in this 
country, I have frequently viewed the 
furrounding fcenes, and felt the poetical 
ardor kindle within me at the profpeft. 
With one glance, the eye will often fur- 
vey extenfive and luxuriant plains, cov- 
ered with cattlfe, and rich in verdure ; ri; 
vers flowing with a fmooth and undit 
turbed furface, or roaring over rugged 
bottoms ; hills crowned with orchards, 
and floping their, greeu fides to the fun j 
valleys fmiling with meadows and flow- 
fers, and^fliaded by groves ; fliips winding 
up the inland waters, and brealdng frorii 
among the hills j towns, * villages and 
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hamlets, indicative of rational life ; and 
the immenfe ocean, loft at a diftance be- 
. neath the incumbent Iky. 

THESE fcenes, my dear friend, it is 
true, are not peculiar to America, They 
are prefentcd in every country, but on a 
fmaller fcale. Here nature feems to have 
gloried in her might, and to have put 
forth the higheft eflforts of creative ener- 
gy. Such fcenes are calculated to feizc 
the imagination, and hurry it into poeti- 
cal enthufiafm. This efFeft 1 have fre- 
quently witneffed, as produced upon Ame- 
rican minds. Their poets frequently cele- 
brate their rivers, piounlains, cataracts 
and plains j and there is no room to ' 
doubt, that at fome future period, the 
American Farnajfus^ Goverdhan^ IHiJfus 
and Ganges J will be equally confecrated in 
poetical ftory, as thofe famous mountains 
and rivers^ 

INDEED there is no deficiency of poet- 
ical talents in the nation at large, and the 
whole natural fcenery of the country, 
tends to fill the mind with grand and fub« 
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lime conceptions^ and m no ii&all degree 
with feniation& of beauty. 

BUT fenfations of exquifite beauty, ar< 
excited more powerfully in the country, 
which thou, my dear £1 Haflan, inhabit- 
ed):, and which I fiill delight to call my 
own, than in this, or perhaps in any othen 
I would not fuggeft, that Hindufian b 
deficient in fcenes of grandeur find fubli- 
mity. 

OUR Ganges, Indus, and Barumpooter, 
traverfe immcnfe regions, and refrelh the 
ocean with an unbounded profiifion of 
water : Our Goverdhan lifts its top to 
the clouds, and the- mountains of Kutt- 
ner and Gauts, overlook kingdoms, and 
feparate nations. Our landfcapes, arc ex- 
tenfive, various and beautiful ; and the 
ocean appears to us, alfo, unmeaforcd anff 
unconfined, 

BUT exquifite beauty, rather than 
amazing grandeur, h the diftinguifhing 
mark of the fcenes of Hinduftan. Where, 
in America, Ih^tU we look for the JLotoi^ 
that i{dendid and elegant flower j where 
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for the Betely the Sandal Groves^ and the . 
precious t^ muji deer ?'* Where ihall we %* 
find . bowers equally fragtant ? — ^Vallies J^ 
equally verdant and vocal, and trees that '" 
diftill balfamic gums ? In what American 
clime do the birds tune their throats to 
equal melody, and exhibit a plumage 
equally fplendid, and fliapes and motions 
equally graceful ? What American ima- 
gination has reprefented the God of Love, 
like the Hindu Cama^ " with a bow of fu- 
gar-cane or flowers, with a firing of bees 
and five artows, each pointed with an In- 
dian bloflbm of a heating quality ?**-— 
^Where, in America^ can we find efiforts of 
imagination equally fplendid and beauti- 
ful, and ftores of language equally copi- 
ous ? 

' IN fliort, the Englifli and Americans 
excel the Hindus in reafon and tafie ; but 
the Hindus leave them far behind in 
flights of imagination, and beauty of ex- 
prefiion. The Hindus, giving way to 
their native* dHpofitions, fometimes in- 
dulge an exvibetance of imagination, and 
a fplendor of expreflion, too great to e&^ 

H a 



dure the Scrutiny of cool reafon, iHid cor* 
rtA t]^. How imppf would A»t poft 
be, who Should combUw the iHiaginaticm 
and copioufhefs of the Hindu, wifJi the 
ful^mtty and corre^bids of the jStmcri- 
cai ! 
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Having demoted siy tfmlaft^if^ 
ties, to a confideratioD of American poe« 
try, I cannot refift the impulfe, whkh I 
feel, to exiahk fya^ fpeci»ieRS from the 
volumes of Hifidu poetry: } that by a com- 
parifon thou mayeft be aWe to judge of 
tlie propriety of the fentiipents, wliich I 
have exhibited upon thia fubjedi^ 

THE following addrefe to th? Goddefs 
Seraswaty, the patronefs of imagina- 
tion, and invention, of harmony and elo- 
quence, and the wife of the God Brjjm» 
MA, abounds with beautiful imagery, and 
exquifite harmony of nuBxbers*. 

« Sweet grace of Bj.mnma's bed l- 
Thouy when thy gloripas Lord 
Bade airj nothing bceathe and blefa his pdrer,. 
Sat'ft with illumin'd head, 
^nd ix) fiiblixne accord, 
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Seven fprighdy notes tohailtheaufpicioushqari 
Led'ft from their fecret bower. 

They dmnk the air ; thej came 
With many a fparkling glance» 
And knit the mazy dance. 
Like yon bright orbs, that gird^the folar flaxnei 
Kow parted, now combined, 
Clear, as thy fpeecb, and yarious, as thy mind. 

Yonng paffions at the found 
In (hadowy forms arofe 
O'er hearts, yet uncreated, fure to reign ; 
Joy, that o'erleaps all bounds. 
Grief, that in (iience grows, 
Hope, that with honey blends the cup of pauoi 
Pale fear, and ftem difdain. 
Grim wrath's avenging hand. 
Love nurfed in dimple fmooth. 
That every pang can footh* 

Thee, her great parent, owns 
All-ruling eloquence $ 

That, like full Ganga, pours her Aream divine. 
Alarming States and Thrones ; 
To fix the Hying fenfe 

Of words, thy daughters, by the varied line, 
(Stupendous art !) was thine ; 
Thine with the pointed reed, 
^ To give primeval truth 
Th' unfading bloom of youth, 
And paiat on deathkfs leaves high tirtue^s meed 
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Fair f^ienc^i Heayea-bora child, 

Ami playful &AC7 00 thy bofom fmilcif 

Wbo bids the fretted isne 
fltmtr fippm iMjs de^p pepof^, 
Aofl wakes to melody the ijuiyeritig frainfi ? 
What youth, with godlike mein> 
O'er his bright fhoulder throws (^flamet 

' The verdant gourcb that fwellt widk- ftngglmg 
JiTitrm/, iainiortsal naoift t 
He, like Wr potent fwf?, 7^ 

Cr^ti¥e fpre^s ^rpuad 
ThcTOghtywpfWpf founif, *• . 

And calls frpm fpeajdjig wood etherial fi^e | 
While to th* accordant firings [&Jgt* 

Of boundkfs heavens and heavenly deeds he 

But look ! die jocund hours 
A lovelier fcene difplay, 
Young Hindol fportive in his golden fwing,, . 
High canopied with flower?, 
While Ragnies ever gay 
Tofs the light cordage, and in cadence fing 
The fweet return pi fprjng.'* 

THiB perfonification of th^ «< feren 
fprightly note*,*' in the firft vcrfc, is bold, 
pi^iirefque aad novel. " They drank the 
air,** is extremely expreffive of the influx 
ence, which mufical infiruments, when 
played, have ttpon the furrottnding atihof-^ 
pli^r^. The introdudioa o£ thde aiop 



94 JLBTTEM Of 

« being$5 into ^^ the mazy dance," and the 
comparifon of them with ^^ yon bright 
orb$» that gird the folar flame^" is a very 
happy mode of defcribing the .apparent 
intricacy-, but perfeft harmony and regu- 
larity of fine mufic. The power, which 
mufic ha& to excite every pafiion^ is fine* 
ly defcribed in the third verfe, where the 
** young paflions" are reprefented, as 
ftarting into being " at the found." Their 
perpetual empire " o'er hearts yet uncre- 
ated,** is elegantly told in a fingle line. — 
What can be more concife, and yet more 
glowing, than the defcription of the paf- 
fions ? 

•*Hope that with honey blends the cup of pain:" 
•« Love nurfed in dimple fmooth, 
" That every pang can footh." 

THE comparifon of eloquence : 

•• That, like full Ganga, pours her ftream divine, 
*• Alarming ftates and thrones," 

is in the higheft degree noble and digni- 
fied. 

The Invention of Letters is finely def- 
cribed in the fourth verfe. The fifth ex- 
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hibits^ ixath all the charms of varied num* 
bers and appropriate imagery, the pow- 
ers of Nared, in inftrumental and vocal 
mtlfic. 

*^ He like his potent fire 
** Creative, fpreads around 
•* The mighty world of found, 
** And calls from fpeaking wood etherial fire :" 

THE laft verfe is animated with the 
higheft powers of perfonification. The 
Ragnies^ or female paffions, are reprefent-> 
ed with great propriety, as being ** ever 
gay,'* and finging in cadence the fweet 
return of fpring." 

THE hymn, a part of which I am now 
about to tranfcribe, addreffed to Narayna^ 
or the fpirit of God, unit^es Afiatic beauty 
with European fublimity. 

" Spirit of fpirits, who through every part 
Of fpace expanded, and of endlefs time. 
Beyond the reach of laboring thought fublime, 
Badft uproar into beauteous order ftartt 
Before .Heaven was, thou art* 

Ere fpheres beneath us rolPd, or fphcres alcove, 
Ere earth in firmamental sether hung, 
Thou iat'ft alone, till thro' tfay myftic love 
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Thingi unezlftiag m exiftence fpning 
Andgratrful defcant fuiig. 

Otnnlfdcntfpirit, whofe ill-ruKtig ptmtt 
Bids from each fenfe bright emanations teai% 
Glows in the rainbow, fparkles in the ftream, 

4 

Smiles in the bud, and gllftens In the nower; 
That crowns each vernal b6wef» 
Sighs in the gkle, and warbles in the fhrOat 
. Of every bird, that hails the bloomy fptilig, 
Or tells his love in many a liquid note, 
Whilil envious artift touch the rival ftring, 
^ill rocks and fotefts ting $ 
BreaAes in rich fragranxre froRitheiBsMadai gr^tjCi 
Or where the preyrious Mufl: Deer ^laylol toit. 
In dulcet ^nice, from clu&'ring fruit <M&ilh, 
And burns falubrious in the tafteful clove ; 

Sofr banks and verduous hills 

TRiy prefenl influence fills ; 
In air, in floods, in caverns, hiUs and plains. 
Thy will inipirits all, thy fovereign Mava reigns., 

Blue chryftal vault and elemental fires. 

That in the atherial fluid blaze, and breathe ; 

Thou toflJng main^ whofe fnaky branches wreathe 

This penfiie orb, with jntertwifting gyres ; 

Mountains, whofe lofty fpires, 

Prefamptuous, rear their fummits to theflcrest 

And blend their emerald hue with fapphire light. 

Smooth meads smd lawns, that glow with vary- 

png dyes 

Of deTi^-beipangled leaves and bloiToms bright^ 
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Hence ! vanifh from my fight 
Delufive pidtures ! nnfubdantial ihows ! 
My foul abforbM, one only being knows, 
Of all perceptions one abundant fource. 
Whence every objedt, every moment flows : 
Suns hence derive their force, ^ 

Hence planets learn their courfe ; 
But funs amd fading worlds I view no more ; 
God only I perceive ; God only I adore. 

to point out all the beauties of the 
Poem, from which thefe ftanzas are ex- 
tradted, it would be neceffary to defcant 
Hpon 6very line ; for very rarely, I be- 
lieve, has it been exceeded, either in glow- 
ing and exceffive beauty, or amazing fu- 
blimity. Thou fceft, my dear El Haflan, 

ft 

that the fpirit of Hindu poetry, has not 
ceafed to animate the breaft of thy moft 
faithful friend. 
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1 HE attention, which I have lately 
gaud to the fubjeft of Hindu and Ameri- 
.-can poetry, infenfibly led me to a perufiil 
Ijjf the /acred books of this country, which 
I had often heard c6mmended, as contain- 
, ing the firft inftances of poetical grandeur 
. and beauty. My labor has met its com- 
plete reward, in the pleafure which I have 
experienced from the difcovery of feveral 
complete books of poetry in thefe facred 
writings, and. of numerous paflages, feat- 
tered up and down, among profaic per- 
formances, which, from this very circum* 
fiance, fliine with peculiar beauty and 
fplendor. 

A sHpRT paftoral Poem, intituled "The 
Song of Solomon," which, in its literal 
fenfe is a celebration of mutual love ; a 
reciprocal and highly elegant defcription 
of the graces and beauties of the lovers 5 
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1 and a rich poetical painting of the paft<> 
ral fcenea, in which their loves afe to be 
enjoyed." Confidered in its literal mean- 
ing, it is a mofl: degant and charming paf- 
toral. It has all the fimpHcity of nature, 
bold in language and fentiment. The 
perfons of the lovers are beautiful, grace- 
ful and elegant, as they came from the 
hand of nature, without the decorations 
oT fclendid ornament; or the blandidi- 
ments of arjtifigi^l manners. Their ftntS- 
ments are natural, glowing and tender ; 
and their mutual afFeftion and afpirations 
after ^eajch otheir^s fociety^ are warm and 
impafficmed ia thq hi^heft degree. The 
fceDi:fy \& i^ich, ]:)ril]iant and poetical. 
Tii^ etje^^ mentipued are thofe, which 
charm every eye, and footh every heart. 
The delicacies ^nd beauties of nature are^ 
larought inta one view, which, prefents 
wh9^te>rer can deljight the fenfe, and charm 
tjie foul. The ftyle is fimple, but harmo- 
nious and elegant. With all thefe advan- 
tages, it cannot fail to interell a lover of 
nature, of wliatcver religion or country. 
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Bu T thefc advantages are in the view 
of the Chriftians the leaft, which it has to 
boaft. Their moft learned and pions 
Brahmins agree in opinion, that this beau- 
tiful poem is merely a figurative expref- 
fion of the reciprocal love of Jesus Christ 
and his Church ; and as fuch they read 
it with the mott devout fentiments, while 
the profane confider it, as being the efiu- 
fion of the uxorious and poetical mind of 
Solomon, which delighted in the contem* 
plation of love and poetry. 

I CONFESS I am of opinion, that the 
literal meaning is not the true one. If it 
was really the daughter of love and poet- 
ry, why has it found a place in a collec- 
tion of writings, whofe principal obge<^ 
appears to be the fubjugation of every 
natural propenfity, to the dominion of 
the foul ? Thou, my friend, who haft 
often perufed the pages of Hindu and 
Perfian poetry, knoweft, that many of the 
moft important doftrines of the religions 
of Perfia and Hinduftan are conveyed in 
poetical numbers, and in a figurative 



SHAHCOOLEN. loi 

ftyle. The literal meaning often appears 

'- troluptuous, but the myftical is holy and 

efevated. 

• -. 

ALL the charms of fociety, of love, and 

of wine, are drawn in to affift the fervor 
pF religious afFeftions ; and while the im- 
agination of a voluptuary would revel in 
intcUeftual luxury, the religious mind 
Ibars on the wings of rapture to the great 

Firft Caufe. 

« ■ -1 

BUT which ever c^inion may be cor- 
refl:, with refpeft to the Song- of Solomon, 
I was inftantly ftruck by the fimilarity of 
the defign, to that of the Gitagovlnda of 
our charming lyric poem Jayadeva. 

' THIS, thou wilt remember, is a f after* 
id drama^ drawn from the tenth book of 
the Bhagavet, in which are celebrated the 
lOves of Chrishna' (called alfo by feve- 
r'al other names) and Radha \ or, as our 
iBrahmins interpret it, " the reciprocal at'- 
tfaftion between the divine goodnefs 
and the human foul/' Thou, my dear 
El HaiTan, haft been prefent with me at 
Culinga^ the reputed native place of Jay*^ 

l2 
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adeva } where the people ^^ celebrate in 
honour of him an annual jubilee, paifing 
a whole night in reprefenting his drama, 
and in finging his beautiful fongs.'' 

THERE we have heard the mellifluous 
numbers of this delightful poet; while the 
moon has liftened in the heavens, and the 
fongftersof night have fung refponfively 
frx>m the groves. The poetical painting 
of the Gitagovinda is rich and fplendid. 
The colors are glowing, yet tempered 
with that mildradiance,whichfoothes, and 
relieves, while it delights the eye. The 
defcriptions are particular, and therefore 
precife. The tree, the flower, and the 
rivulet, ftand forth to the eye ; every ob- 
ject is painted in its own appropriate col- 
ors ; there is no unmeaning rhapfody and 
obfcure daubing; but every part is perfeft 
in itfelf, and maintains a juil relation to 
the whole. The charaders, particularly 
the two principal ones, viz. Chrishna 
and Radha, although Angular, and out of 
life (as indeed that of Criflina ought to 
be, fince he is reprefented, as] a* God) 
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are confifient with themfelves, and carry 
fiich marks of identity, that they arc 
ijiftantly known, wherevdr they occur. 

THEREisone reuiarkable difference be- 
tween the Hindu and American tafte. 
The Hindus •^have no idea, that any 
thing, which is natural, can be offenjfively 
obfcene.*' Hence the images, ftatues and 
paintings of Hinduftan, exhibit the hu- 
man perfon without referve. Thofe parts, 
which modefty, or guilt, induces all civili- 
zed, and moft barbarous nations, to con- 
cealy are by them expofed, in their monu- 
ments of fculpture and painting, with no 
more fcruple, than the hands, the arms, 
and the face. 
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THIS praftice, which may be indicative 
of great purity, or exceflive corruption,* 
originates from a fetof feelings and ideas, 
which exert a kindred influence over eve* 
ry thing, which the Hindu fays, or does. 
Hence, in our poetry, there is often found 
a luxuriancy of defcription, which, to na- 
tions who have been accuftomed to a dif- 
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ferent courfe of thinking upon tjiefc ob- 
jefts, appears extremely wanton and vo- 
luptuous. 

THE Gitagavin^a of Jayadeva falls un- 
der this imputation, in a certain degree ; 
although thofe inftances, in which it would 
be cenfured by the American tafte, arc 
probably lefs cenfurable, than the greater 
number of parallel inftances from other 
Hindu and Perfian poets. Jn order, my* 
dear;El Haffaii, that thou mayeft be able 
to form a comparifon between the famous 

Gitagovinda and the Song of Solomon^ I 
fliall, in a future cpiftle, extraft fomc paf- 

fages from each ; that by feeing fpecimens 
of both thefe favorite poems together, 
thou mayeft be able to form a parallel or 
a contraft, between them. But I muft be 
allowed to extraft more or lefs copioufly, 
as the feelings of the moment may dic- 
tate ; for, upon poetical fubjefts, I often 
throw the reins upon the neck of fancy, 
and fufier myfelf to be hurried, wherever 
it leads. Reafon however is always at 
hand to curb the exceffes of paf&on, and 
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the wanderings of ima^atioii. Widi 
uDceafing afieftion, I am, my dear £1 
Ha£^, thy faithful Friend. 
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VHAUB TO GAMBIA, 

BMlOrSD Ml MJ$9Jii9 



May the Goddcfs Sira/waty, the 
patronefs of imagination and invention, 
of harmony and eloquence ; may the mu- 
fical Krifben^ with the nine tuneful G(?^/^ / 
may the quiver-bearing God Camay with 
the beautiful Ragnies ; may all the pow- 
ers of love and poetry, and may the im- 
mortal Br umm AhipLfjplI, feeond, with their 
mpft aufpicious influences, our humble 
attempts to compare the literature and 

poetry of diftant and diflimilar countries. 

« 

1 REMARKED lu my lafi epiflle, that 
both the Gitagovinda and Solomon's 
Song, have, in all probability, a myfliical 
meaning. This opinion Iftill believe to be 
correft ; but with this myftical meaning, 
thou wilt perceive, my dear friend, that 
I have at prefent no concern. My objeft 
is to glance at the two works in the char- 
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zBxx of poems. As fiich t fliall confid^r 
theln, and Ifeave the myffical meaning to 
be explained and enforced' by the holy ^ 
BrahminSi, to whomthis office belongs. 

THERE is certainly no impropriety fn 

thus coniidering them ; for the poetical 

garb,, in which ► the writer* have thbught 

proper to convey their fentiments^ iiiary 

form, with the higheft propriety, a fu|j»- 

je<^ of <:rk4cal:euloguuii^ whatever re^iji- 

dite meaning may lie conceal^ beneatji 
fo fafcinating an exterior. 

THE following verfes are in my bpia- 
ion highly beautiful. They are taken from 
the 2d Chapter of Solomon's Song :~ 
*' I am the rofe of Sharon, and the lilly of 
the valley. As jhe lilly among thorn^s, 
fo is my love among the daughters. As 
the apple tree among the trees of the 
wood, fo is my beloved among the fons. 
I fat 'down under his fliadow with great 
delight ; and his fruit was fweet to my 
tafte. He brought me to the banqueting 
houfe, and his banner over me was love. 
Stay me with flaggons, comfort we with 
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alpples ; for I am fick of love. His left 
band is under my head, and his right 
hand doth embrace me/' 

THE following verfes are diftinguilhed 
by a fingular animation of fentiment, and 
melody of numbers : 

" THE voice of my beloved ! behold 
he Cometh, leaping upon the^mountains, 
ikipping upon the hills. My beloved 
fpake, and faid unto me, rife up, my love, 
my fair one, and come away.' 
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WHAT can be more beautiful, than the 
lines which follow ?— " For lo, the wia- 
ter is paft, the rain is over and gone ^ the 
flowers appear on the earth ; the time of 
theiinging of birds is come ; and the voice 
of the turtle b heard in our land ; until 
the day break, and the Ihadows flee away, 
turn my beloved, and be thou like a roe 
or a young hart upon the mountains of 
Bether.^' The mutual eulogium, which 
follows, IS in the higheft degree rich and 
glowing : 
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" BEHOLD thou art fair, my love ! Be- 
hold thou art fiair ! Thou hafi dove's eyes 
within thy locks. Thy lips are, like a* 
thread of fcarlet, and thy fpeech is come- 
ly; Thy two breafts are, like two young 
roes, that are twins, which feed among 
the lilUes. UQtIl the day break and the 
ihadows ftee away, I will get ihe to the 
mountain of Myrrh, and to the hill of 
Frankin^e,n|e* Thou art all faiir my love ; 
t^ere is not fpot in thee. Come with mc 
from Lebanon, my fpoufe, with me from 
Ldbandh. Look from the top of Amana, 
from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from 
4he lion's dens, from the mountains- of 
the Leopards. 

^' THOU haft raviflied my heart, my 
fifter, my fpoufe j thou haft ravifhed my 
heart with one of thine eyes. Thy lips, 
O my fpoufe, drop, as the honeycomb. ' 
Honey and milk are under thy tongue ; 
and the fn^ell of thy garments is like the 
fmell of Lebanon. 

" AWAKE, O north wind, and come 
I* thou fouth \ blow upon my garden, that 
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the fpiccs thereof may flow out. Let 
ioy beloved coitie into his garden^ andean 
his pleaCmt fruits.^ 

» 

THE reply is not lefs tender, ardent 
and poeticaL " I am come into my gar^ 
den, my filter, my fpoufe. I have gath- 
ered my myrrh with my fpices ; I have 
eaten my honeycomb with my hpneyj 
I have drank my wine witb my mil}& 
Eat, O friends ; drink, yea^ drink abuip* 
dantly, O my beloved/* 

*' MY beloved is white and ruddy, the 
chiefeft among ten thoufand. His head 
is J as the moft fine gold ; his locks cK ' 
bufliy, j«^ black, as a raven. His eyes in:, 
as the eyes of doves by the rivers of wai jts, 
walhed with milk, and fitly fet. liis 
cheeks are, as a bed of fpices, as fweet 
flowers ; his lips like lillies dropping 
fweet-fmelling myrrh. His hands are^ ^ 
gold rings fet with the bery ; his bfelly 
is bright ivory overlaid with fapphires. 
His legs arey as pillars of marble fet upon 
fockets of fine gold. His countenance is, 
as Lebanon, excellent, as the cedars. Bi^ 



jKicnitti is moftfweet ; yea^ be is sdtogeth- 
cr. lovely. This is my beloved, and is my 
friend, O daughters of Jcrufalem/* 

TpE prevailiijig charafteriftics of this 
Poem are delicacy, richnefs and bi^au ty j, 
but the following paflagps partake in jxa 
imaU degree of grandeur :. 

" THOU airt beautiful, O my love, as 
Tirzah ; comely, as Jerufalcm ; terrible, 
%s an army ^ith banners. 

" WHO is Ihe, that looketh forth, as the 
morning } fair, as the moon, clear, as the 
fun^ and terrible, as an army with banners. 
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AOAIK the Poem returns to its ufual 
beauty and elegance. 

** HOW beautiful are thy feet with fhoes,, 
O Princes* daughters ! Thy two breads 
arc, like two young roes, that are twins. 
Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and 
the hair of thine head like purple ; the 
Idng is held in the galleries. How fair 
and how pleafant art thou, O love, for de- 
Rg^ts ! This thy ftature is, like to a palm 
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tree, and thy breaft to cluftcrs of grapes. 
I faid, I will go up to the palm tree •, I will 
take hold of the boughs thereof. Now al- 
fo thy breafis ftiall be, as clutters of the 
vine, and the fmell of thy nofe, like ap- 
ples i and the roof of thy mouth, like the 
beft wine, for my beloved, that goeth 
down fwectly, caufing the lips of thofe, 
that are afleep to fpeak. Let us get up 
early to the vineyards ; let us fee if the 
vine fipuriih, v;hetber the tender grape 
appear, and the pomegranates put forth ; 
for there will I give thee my loves^ 
The mandrakes give a 'fmell, and at 
our gates are all manner of plealant 
fruits^ new and old, which I have laid 
up for thee, O my beloved/' 

THESE, my dear El Haflan, are fome 
fpecimens of this beautiful Poem, .1 could 
not have tranfcribed any part, which is 
not fraught with peculiar beauty. In- 
deed, if I had gratified my own incli- 
nation, 1 fliould Tiave tranfcribed the 
whole. In my next epiftle, I fhall pro- 
duce fome fpecimens V the Gitago- 
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Tinda, which I fear will fuSer. by the 
compaiifon. In the eftimation of its 
merits, the peculiarities of the Hindu, 
taftc fliould.lie.keBt conftantlj in view.. 
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SALPTATIOM TO 0ANE8A| 
bSLOtMi SI B ASS Jit f FRJfSND OP^KY BE ART, 

As the pilgrim, who having t raver- 
Ted immenfe defarts, where no verdure 
fprings to cheer the eye, and not a flow- 
er perfumes the fcorclung winds ; arriving 
at length in fomfe green vale,- where ti- 
vukts are enamelled with banks of flow- 
ers, trees drop balfamic gum^^ ])yrds 
fing in the thickets, and fragrance floats 
in the wind, ftops a while ; and^ enchant- 
ed by fuch various beauty, lingers tin 
evening ; fo I, having arrived in the Ely- 
iian regions of poetry and* imaginkti;ou, 
not content to ftay an Iremr, and theft de- 
part,'ftill lave to ramS^e into every grove, 
and to trace the beauties of evety prof- 
peft. 

AS my laft contained fbme of; t^e paa- 
ny beauties of ^Solomon's Song, it now 
remains to eixhibitfomfa fpedmens of the 
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Gitagotiada. Thou, my friend, wilt re- 
incmberi that the ftib^ft of this Pbcm is 
the loves of Rabha and Chrishna. 
tlhrilhna is called through the poem by 
feveral other names, as Heriy Madbavaj 
the vanquiflie]: of the demon Ceji^ the 
deftroyer of Can/a^ &c. 

THE introduftory lines of the Poem 
inform the reader of the fubjeft.*. 

. ** THfi firmiiment id obfcured by 
dottds i the woodlands are black with 
Toinala trtes. That youth, who roves in 

* The JUry of the following poem is fimpW thi». Ci rx s h- 

YffL or ** the vpmoi^ goo^neft," having defeoiaed frQm hca^pa, 

wander^ about in the forell, at the twilight, waiting for Rad- 

• BA or ** the human foul, to come forth WiMteHi^ and foUck 

lam to enter her cotta^, and ihare its'hofpitahty. 

Radha delaying to go forth, Chriflma, offended, betakes 
luvtfelf to thoie« ivho are more anxious for hi* prcf(pare* « 

Radha, alarmed and almoft in defpair, feekt theoff ended 
God a long time in the foreft. She feekt him leng in vafai ; 
bi|t at length i^ admitted to hit embraces ; altbongjb this it 
the confummation of her wifhes,ftill (he exhibitt the coyneit 
and rdu^tance of beauty refolding to fobmiti jet loth %p 

yield its independence. 

Tbe ardor of Chriihna reprefeaitthe ready difpofition of 
the ** diTine goodnelt*' to be reconciled to ** the human iiq^" 

The ^ officious fHend* of Radha, probably reprcfenu the 
cambiji|id forfe of ao aw&cfted ccafipicnco, and an. alarmed 

'tmiginatfoa. 

. It it becc&ry to resaviber that both ChriftMia and Rad- 
ha are called frequently by other namet ; but they are cafilj 
dUUngniflied by their aQm» anA tetiibchtt. 
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the foKft :WilI be fearful in die gkfom of 
iiight. Go my daughter, bring^the wan- 
4erer heme to my ruiHc manfion. Such 
INTSLS the cotnmaud of Nandat, the f ortU"- 
4iate herdfman ; and hence arofe the love 
Df R^AixHA and: Madhava, who fported 
on the banks of Yamasia, or hailened ea^ 
ffcrly to .the fecret bowen*' 

oe£dijsi{t to thrcomniknd of ' ker £31- 
thec, Radha ffo^s out into the fflreft ia 

iburch.o£<2]ajiHNA. Tha^oem then pror 

*C6dSr .... 

"HABHA ibu^t hiin long fa i^rfin, 
jindher thoughts were confounded by the 
fever of .dcjSr?. iShe roved . in the vcriwil 
49or'nifig<ancmgthe twiniBgV^ffimtisi coy» 
f red with foft bloflbms j wh^n a danafHl; 
thus addceffed her with jouthfri hilinrity., 
J' .>Tbe :galci, that has ^wiLntoned round- the. 
beautiful clove plants, breathes now from 
thefaiUsof ^Mbyimfiu The Tamah^ with 
leaves. dar&^.and odorous^ dairos a, tribute 
• froBi'iho^flAiift^ "which itTanquHhes. See 
the .b^^has- «£ F^atU Smmefs Mkd .with 
•Ues, like Ac qg^^et i^ S^iarat ftJl o^ 
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(hafts ; while the Amra tree, with bloom* 
ing treffes, is embraced by the gay creeper 
jitimu^a^znd the blue fireams of Tamuna^* 
wind round the groves of Vrindavan. In 
this charming feafon^ which gives pain tofep- 
grated lovers^ young Heri /ports and dances 
with a company of damfeh.^^ , 

THE jealous Radha gave no anfwer ; 

and foon after, her officious friend, per-* 

ceiving the foe of Mura in the foreft, ea- 

ger for the rapturous embraces of the 
herdf men's daughters, with whom he wHS 

dancing, thus again addrefled his forgot- 
ten miftrefs. 

\- 

"with a garland of wild flowers, de- 
fcehding even to the yellow mantle, that 
girds his azure limbs, diilinguiihed hf 
finiling cheeks and by ear-rings, that 
fyarkle, as he plays, Heri exults in^ the af- 
'fembly of amorous damfels. One of them 
preffes him with her fwelling breaft ; while 
file warbles with exquifite melody. A- 
nbther, affeAed by a glance from his eye, 
ftands meditating on the lotos of his face, 
A thirds on pretence of whifpering a fe^ 
cret in his ear, approaches his temples 

* As ladiaa riTcr, 



«id klflks them "with ardon %kit&o», 
Itissiantle^ and draws hinv towards ilttr, 
pomting to the bower (m tbe banks of 
Tamumi; wiiere degaat Vanful(is AB.iof'vrea^^, 
their brancfaea. He appl^yda ^Kiothes:,^ 
iv^ho dances in the !^ortiv^ ctrcle ; whiifii 
her bracelets ring, as fbe beats time with 
hpr palms. Now he carjeffes one^ and kif-. 
fes anpther, fmUing on a third with com-t 
placency ; and now he chafe;^ hfir^ whofe 
Waujty has nioft allured him. Thus the: 
wanton. I^ri frojicks, in th^ feafou of 
fs^r^ts, a^ong th^ maids of.Vraja^ whc^ 
rufib to his embraceta, as if he were, plea-i; 
fare itfelf, afluming a human form ; and 
<)ne of them, under a pretext of hymnr. 
lag his dmne pepf^aio»s, whifpfers in his 
tars ** thy lips, my beloved, are neAar*** 

** HAjoHA remains in the foreft ; but 
refenting the promifcuous paffion of Hs- 
Ri, retires to a bower of twining plants j 
and there falling languid on the ground^ 
file thus addrefles her female companion. '* 

• 

HBRB follows a charming firain of 
l0ve, ^f^^Ytment and forgivenefs, whick 



1^ ^ci |ittts j^o the snauth of Ra^jl 
Tlie fbllowkig are amcmg tfas fiocft pailia»> 
j|cs. ... 

^' THOUGH he fake recreation in my ab» 
fence y and /mile on all around bim ; yit my 
JaUl' remembers hlm^ vfhai^ tedc^ are deck- 
ed witk the plumes of peacocks, rcfplen*^ 
deAt with many colofed tncKms ; and 

\^hofe matstle gteams with a dark bl^e 
"cloUd, tlliueained irith viki}3ew^ Bring 

)umy who formerly fiept o»B)iy bofora, ta 

recKne with me on a. green bed of leaves 

juft gathered ; while his lip fiieds dew, 

and my arms erifoM hixft. Bhring him, 

who formerly dre^ me by the locks^ to 

his embrace, to tepofe with me ; whofe 

feet tinkle,ras they move, wirfi rings of 

gold and of gems ; whofe loofened zone 

founds, as it falls j and whofe limbs are 

flcnder and flexible, as the creeping plant. 

Soft is the gale, which breathes over yon 

clear pool, and expands the clufteriflg 

bloffbms of the voluble Afdea. Soft, yet 

grievous to me, is the abfence of the foe 

xjf Madhu. Delightful are the flowers of 
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Amra trees^ on the mountain top ; while 
the murmuring bees purfue their volup- 
tuous toil. Ddightful, yet affli^ng to 
me, O friend, is the abfence of the youth- 
ful Cefava.'' 

REMORSE, in the mean time,feizes the 
breaft of CrisHna, whom the poet here 
calls "the dcftroyer of Cansa." He 
leaves the wanton ihepherdefles, be^s a 
fruitlefs fearch for Radha ; and feating 
himfelf in a bower, pours forth his lamen- 
tations. 

" 8H£ is departed. She faw me, no 
>doubt, furrounded by the wanton fhep- 
herdefles. Woe is me ! Jhe feels afenfe of in- 
jured bmMTj and is departed in nvrath. I 
feem to behold her ftice, ¥nth^eye brows 
contrading themfelves through- her juft 
refentment. It refembles a frefh lotos, 
over which two black bees are fluttering. 
G|;ant me but a fight of thee, O lovdy 
Radha, for my paflion torments me. 
I am not the terrible Mahesa. A garland 
of water-Ullies, with fubtil threads, decks 
my ihoulders j not ferpents with twift^r' 
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fplds^ the^bhie*^tals of tbe lotiM gfitteir 
on my neck ; not the asorc) gleam e4 
Qoiibn. JE^owderedjiaridal wood is fprkoEk* 
led pi^ my limb^f not pale. allies. O God 
of Love, wound me not again ; hold not 
HI thy hand that iliaft, armed with an 
Amra flower ! My heart is already pier- 
ced! by arrows from Radha's eyes, black 
and keen, as thofe of an antelope. Her 
cfes ire fuil of ihafts } her eye-brows are. 
bows. I meditate on her delightful. em- 
brace, on the i^aviihing glances darted 
from her eye, on the fragrant lotos of 
hermouth, on her ne^r dropping ^cech, 
on her lips, ruddy, a» the berries of the' 
B114BA. Yet even my fixed nieditation, 
on fuch an aflemblage of charms, increaf- 
es, inftead of aUeviating the mi£eries of 
reparation/* 

THE female friend of RADHAprefcnts 
her&lf before Crishna, and relates in 
charming ftratns the deftru6tion of her 
friend. J feled only a few paflagi^. 

<< SHE declares the gale of Malaya to 

be venom> aod the fandal trees, through 

L 
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'WiAch it has:^bcea«bed5 to- hav&.faBQft the 
iittuiit of fespmts^ Thm^, O Md^mm^ 
kjbe i^S^ifkd m thy abJUmee wHiktb^^pMrn^ 
vMch hwU dan bm ucsffimsd ;,ber fad 
ii fixed m thee* H^c fmc mliim a:. water^^ 
lUly,^ veiled in tlie dew: of .teacs f asd h^t 
eyes appear. likelnoons eclip£ed« HorliKlf 
^alas ] through thy . ab&noe) . is .become 2& 
timid roe } andrlove is the tiget^ who 
ipringd osi her, like S^kao, the/g€nuifr.q€ 
d»tth« Her figh& imwL a. breeze long^egcc 
tended; and burn hetjllfa^thefbrneii vrhkk 
redvoed CjUfj^AR^d to aftces. She throwi 
armind her eyes^ Hk&x Ube; wieter^iilfiea 
trith bvoiseaftalks, dropping luctdfoMncui^ 
iLven her bcdof tendbt ie?lres appeajss^ ia 
her fighty like a luuKttedj&re. Tbb palM 
of her hand fupportsh^. aching t^nq»k^ 
motionlefs, as the crefcent riiiiig at eve#^ 

CRisHNA. then replies to the n^aid/ 
^* Here have I , chofen my abode ; ^ 
quickly to Babha ; foothc her;with my 
meffaget 2uad conduft hey hither*'* 

SHE hafliens back and addr^Beg iieir 

companion in the f0U€rwii)ig:vei^^be»Lti»' 
f ut ftrains^ 



^^<^ntv$T z fwQdt freeze fcom thfC h91i 
«f Makfo^ cornea Rafting on. bis plnsaei 
Ac yc^wg god 0f dc&re ^ whUe maoy \ 
fioivcr points .has ^&teiided fietals -to |iienaB 
dtt Jbcfofli dFdi^fliraiedloverSy i^ iiMr^ 
irptoir^ «^ fyUuan Mt^jmm^ ^lamnts^ 
friend^ in thy abfence. Even the. dewy ray* 
of the mqon burn him. . When the bees 
Inurmer foftly , he covers his ears. . He 
^its his radiant place for the wild forefts; 
where he ^finks on a bed of cold clay^ and 
frequently mutters thy ilame. liaving 
hand bis locks with foreji flowers y he hqjiens 
tt^:yaur oH?^; ^bere ii/oftg^ ireittbesHiver 
tffi banks of Xantuna.,- With a mind b^^ 
gdic^ a5.a<droopdng wing» fee^fe usa treant 
WiAg leaf, he doubtfuUy ejqie^ thy ap* 
proach \ and timidly looks on the patht 
which thqu muft tread. O friend^ haftity 
caft over thee thy azure mantle, and run 
to the gloomy bower. The reward of 
thy fpeed, O thou, who fparkleft, hke 
lightning, will be to flhtine on the blue. 
bo£>m of MuRARi ; which refembles a ver- 
nal cloud, decked with a firing of pearls, 
Uke a floc^ of whit^ water-birdjs fluUer- 
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iag in tht air. The bright tmn»»l Ood 
inks intfaemrtft/ The blidaieft of tlie 
nigbt h incfeafed; aiidth^ paffiotiftte im* 
agination^ GoviKDA' has acquired addf« 
iional glocun. Seize the moment of -de*- 
light in the phce of affignation with the 
ion of Devaoe/* 

BUT the maid, perceiving that Radha, 
could not move from the pl^ce through 
exceffive debility, haftens back, and def- 
cribes to Crishna the fituation of his be- 
loved. - ^ 

** SHB mourns^ fiverelgn cf the worlds 
in her verdant bower. She irepeats igain 
and again the name of Heri ; and catdi- 
ing at a dark blue dottd, ftrives to em- 
brace it ; faying, ** it is my beloved, who 
approaches.** If a leaf but quiver, fhc 
fuppofes thee arrived. She fpreads her 
couch. She forms in her mind a hundred 
modes of delight. Yet if thou come hot 
to the bower, fee mull die this night 
through exceffive anguifh. By this time 
the moon fpread a net of beams over the 
groves ctf Vrindavan -; ^nd looked, like a 



mUMCOOLKL .tv 

(kop (tf fiqaid imdal on the fux of the 
Sky; which imUed like a beautiful dua(cl( 
while its orb -mth many fpots betrayed, 
as it were, a confcioufne& of guilt, in 
having often attended amorous maids to 
the loG of their &mily honor. Themoon, 
with a black fawn couched on its dilk, ' 
advanced in its nightly courfe j but Mjii- 
BArA had not yet advanced to the bower 
of Radba^ who thps bew^led his .delay, 
with notes of varied lamentation." 

THB remainder of the Gitagorinds 
muft be deferred to the next epiftle oif 
thy friend. 
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'HAV!E hot W pQne with, the G/<tf- 
{dtwv^ QjF yqy^eyoi Haying dipj^d into 

this eele^nt PoeH\, J[ ^™ . ^^^ willing to 
leave iiL, until I have ^taken a glance at all 
its principal beauties. ^ Thou wilt rehieni^ 
Imr^'d^t wfe left.R:4ftD||L^ ftliOttCito bewail 
ebejdday fiif £iii^isiM4*. .idi»f9i^QtiMr 
pathetic ientiment3» flie utters tbedSoHcrv^ 

" THE appointed ni06fi«nt is come ; 
but H£Ri, alas! comes not to' the grove. 
The coolnpfs of this vernal night gives 
me pain inftead Jpf refreihihent. Sonie 
happier danjifel enjoys invy^eloved j whiMt 
I, alas ! am looking at the gems of my 
bracelets, which are blackened by the 
flames of my paffioh/' 

SBSiNG her damfel return without 
CHRisHNA, her jealoufyiifes to phrenzyj 



n 

oad^lic po^ snakes liir bdbdld^ in^ltiifl^ 

Her f0pm49 47ai^Milgu]igd by i^ t^eech <^ 
Jjer diyine lovcf . , fl[cr, g^rl^d queers 
ov^.rher fwelKng bofoni. Her face^ likp 
t^ie iriopn, i? ^r^acp^d^ with cjqi^ds df dark: 
hair,' arid trembles whil^ flie qiiafF^ the 
ne^larcous liew of his lips ; 'flie "floats on 
the Aleves x^4^e ) ^nd fdpC^ h^r eyes, 
4aR25je^ • with xh^ bh^c pff ^RprpA^i^K 
tana, .%e ^aw fce ^flfc^jtb^lip of jfliy 
rival^ apji^^jjpjri^^s on A^f/P^jP^^ ¥^ fffr 
nament of pure muik, black as the young 
nhuAofe bn t he j^unar x>rb'! l^ow, like the 
haSb2ai4.a£m%m^ ;be«fiKes wl(ke Jbloflbmi 
dumber 4askdoc|cs,, where tjiey igleam rliice 
fia&cs of lUgfatoi^ an^cmg the. 4surl«td 
dlQud«« Qb: bm: rbDeaft s,. itloe it wo ificina^ 
mtofs, 1^ placQS A%iog of gems, like a 
c^^ :mi^]ftl^k»^ |eli»l^ hocw snap 
rfoul, attraded by his irreMible dttrigt^ 



burlU from its mortal fmme^ said jriiilm 
to iBO» with its bdov«<i" 

** pi£RCED by the arrows of love, ihc 
pafled the mght i& the agonies of defpair j 
and at early dawn thus rebuked her lov* 
^r, whom &e (aw laying proftrate before 
her, and imploring her forgivienef& 

" ALAS ! alas ! go Madhava ; depart ^ 
Cefavi ; Jfeak not the language of guile ; 
follow her^ lotos-eyed Codp f^ovi ber^ %vhQ 
difpels thy caure** 

HAVING thus inveighed againft her 
beloved, Ihe fat, overwhelmed in grief, 
and filently meditated on his charms j— * 
when the damfel foftly addrefliid her : 

^ « HE is gone. . The Hght air has waft- 
ed him away. Continue not^ refsntful wo^ 
many thy indignation agmnfi the beautiful 
Madhava. l^hy fliouldeft thou render 
vain thofip round fmooth vafes, ample and 
ripe as the fruit of yon Tala tree ? How 
l|(ten have I iaid, fWiake not the bkK>m>* 
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: cBRiSRMfii^ after a ihort abfence, ire** 
tums^ and by his doquence, Ms fervor 
and praife, entirely appeafes the anger of 
Radba. Among other impajQioned fen- 
timents^ he fays : 

4 • 

'^ THY lips are a BatuBjujiva flower ; 
the lujQ:re of the Madhuca beams on thy 
cheek ; thine eyes out-ihine the blue L0*- 
tos ; thy nofe is a bud of the Tila ; th^ 
Cunda bloflbm yields to thy teeth : Thus 
the flowcr-fiiafted God, borrows from 
thee the points of his darts, and fub- 
dues the univerfe. Surely thou defcend* 
edft from Heaven, O, flender danifel, at- 
tended by a company of youthful goddefs- 
es ; and all their beauties are coUeded, in 
thee/' 

** HE fpake ; and feeing her appeafed 
by* his homage, flew to his bower, clad in 
a gay mantle. The night now veiled all 
vifible objcfts ; and the damfel thus ex- 
horted Radha^ while flie decked her with 
beaming ornaments. 

" Follow^ gentle Radhica^ follm) ike fie ^ 
Madbu* His difcourfe was elegantly com- 
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p«fedof fi^phrafes^ he proAfam! fahn« 
€(M at thy feet ; and ^ht nmr'haAeas to 
Ws ddightfui couch, hj *yon gnnrc trf 
bnuichmg Vanjulas. The night now cke& 
cs in habiliments fit for fecrccy^'tbe many 
damfels, who haften to their places of at 
lignation j flie Tets off with blacknefs their 
beautiful eyes ; fixes dark Tamala leaves 
behind their ears y decks their locks with 
the deep azure of water- lillies, and Iprin* 
kles mulk on their panting bofoms. The 
nochirnal iky, blaci; as the touchftonei 
tries now the gold of their affeftion, and 
is marked with rich lines from the flaih- 
es of their beauty, in which they furpattS 
thebrighteft Cajhmiriam^^ 

^^RADHAythus incited^tripped through 
lb€iQreft4 .but ihame oyerpowered her, 
^hen by the light . of innumerable gems, 
<m the arms, the feet, and the neck of her 
beloved, flie faw him*' at the door of his 
flowery manfion. Then her damfel again 
addreffed her with ardent exultation : 

•* liMTSit, fw^etet i?tf<ft«f, the bov«r of 



n^. . Enter, fweet ^Madba^ the l^i^^c^ 
graced with* a bad of. Ajfkm lea^yes : Secb 
disUghty Oi thoUjT whdfe gaiilafid l^api 
with joy upon thy bf^aft. Eot^i?, fxxscet 
Radkay the boiK!ier UluimMd with gxf 
ble^tns : Seek dtelight^ O thoia^ whofial 
Umhar lar e^soel thetn in foftne& Enters 
O Radha^ thctbo'Vt'er made copl aad ira« 
gf ant, by ^bs from the woQdt of Mat 
hya : Sisek <ielight, O thou,wfaofe.amoft 
roBs -lays are fefter than breezes* Entity 
O- Radbii^ the bower ^read^with leaves? 
ei twisdfig creepers t Seefe deUglikity O' 
tkoa, whc^e arms hare bee» feng inflexi^ 
ble. Enter^ O, Rddha^ the bowei? which 
reibiHids with' the mui'mur of honey-mak* 
tftgbees: Secik ddMght, O^ thou^ whofe 
eii^brace yidd^ tni^re es:^i&tt fweetneik' * 

*' SHE ended ;, and Radha^ with timid 
joy, darting hej* eyes on Govinda^ while 
ihe. mufically founded the rings of her an- 
kles, and the bells of her zone, entered 
the myftic bower of her only, beloved.-— 
There fi>^ beheld her Madhava^ who delight'' 
edin her^lone;.wh0/a tmg hadfighedfif 



bir embnM ; and wb^fe eyes tlun gleamed 
wkb exceJSve rapture. His heart was .agi« 
Uted hj, her fight, as the \yave$ of the 
<kep are a&ded l;>y the hmar orb* His 
azure breaft glittered with pearls of un- 
bkmiihed liifire, like the. full bcid.of the 
Cerceleaa Tamunaj interfperfed with curls 
of white foam. From his gracefol waift, 
flowed a pale yellow robe, which refem-^ 
bled the golden duft of .the water-lilly, 
fcattered over its blue petals. His pafli- 
on was inflamed by the glances of her 
eyes, which played like a pair of water* 
birds, with azure plumage, that fpo|t near 
a full-blown Lotos^ on a pool, in the fea- 
Son of dew. Bright ear-rings, like two 
funs, difjdayed, in full expanfion, the 
flowers of bis chedcs and lips, which glif« 
tened with the liquid radiance of Oodles* 
His locks, interwoven with bloflbms, 
were like a cloud variegated with moon- 
beams ; and on his forehead, flione a cir- 
cle of odorous oil, extrafted from the 
iandal of Malaya^ like the moon juft ap- 
pearing on the dulky horizon ; while his 

body feemed in a flame, from the blaze 
of unnumbered gems. Tears of tranf- 
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p6H gpflied fu ^ flream, from ttie js^es of 
Radka^ and thdr watery gb&ces heasoed 
on her beft beicrved* Even ihnmt^ which 

before had taken, its abpde in their dark 

• 

pupils, was itfelf aihamed, and departed^ 
when the fawn-eyed Radhay gazed on the 
brightened face of Chrifhnay while flbe paf- 
fed by the foft edge of his couch, ^.nd the 
bevy of his attendant nynaphs, pretending 
ta firike the gnats froni their che eks, in 
order to conceal their fmiles, warily re- 
tired from his bower.*' 

^^<3(av^NS»A, £s^ng his bdoved cheer^ 
f<il and £erene,. )ier lips fparkliiog wkh 
fmiles, and her eye fpeaking deiire, thu4 
eftgbrly s^ldvefled her, while ihe careleflly 
redUned on the.leaff bed, ftrewn with foft 
blofltiHins. 

" Set the lotos of thy foot on this 
azure bofom ; and let this couch be vic- 
torious Qver all, who rebel againfi love* 
Speak>Jl}Ut one gentle word \ bid nedar 
drop from the bright moon of thy mouth. 
O i fuffer me to quaflF the liquid blifs of - 
thofe lips J reftore with their water of life 
M 
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thy flave, who has long been lifelefs; 
whom the fire of reparation has confum- 
cd. O ! let afflidion ceafe ; and let ec- 
ftacy drown the remembrance of paft for- 



row." 
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IN thE morning Ihe rofc, difarrayedj 
and her eyes betrayed a night without 
flumber; when the yellow robed god, 
who gazed on her with tranfport, thust 
meditated on her charms in his heavenly 
mind." 

•* THOUGH her locks be difiufed at ran- 
dom, though the luftre of her Kps be fad- 
ed, though her garland and zone be fal- 
len from their enchanting ftatibns, and 
though Ihc hide their places with her 
hands, looking toward me with baihful 
filence ; yet, even thus difarrangcd, flic 
fills me with extatic delight." 

"but Radhuy preparing to array hcr- 
felf, before the company of nyniphs coul4 
fee her confufion, fpake thus with exul- 
tation to her obfequious lover. 

" PEACE, O fon of Tadbu^ with fin- 
gers cooler, thaa iandal wood^ place a cir« 
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det of mulk on this breaft. Place, my dar- 
Kng, the glofly powder, which would 
make the blackefi: bee envious, on this 
eye, whofe glances are keener than ar- 
rows, darted by the hufband of i?^//.— 
Now replace, O tender hearted, the loofe 
ornanxents of my vefture ; and refix the 
golden bells of my girdle on their deftin- 
ed ftation, which refembles thofe hills,' 
where the God with five fhafts, who def- 
troyed Sambar^ keeps his elephant ready 
for battle/* *< While Ihe Q)ake, the heart 
of Tadhava triumphed ; and, obeying her 
fportful behefts, he placed muiky fpots on 
her bofom and forehead, dyed her tem- 
ples with radiant hues, embelliflied her 
eyes with additional blacknefs, decked her 
braided hair and her neck with frelh gar- 
lands ; and tied on her wrifts the loofened 
bracelets, on her ankles the beamy rings, 
and around her waift the zone of bells, 
that fotmded with ravifliing melody.*' 

" WHATEVER IS delightful in the 
modes of mufic, whatever is divine in me- 
ditations on Vijbnuj whatever is exquifite 
in the fweet art of love, whatever is grace- 



fill in the fine ftrains of poetry ; all that^ 
kt the' happy and the wif<i I^arn from the 
fongs of Jayadlpoa, whofe fOul is united^ 
with the feot 6f Narayen."' 

THUS, my dear friend, thou haft be- 
fore thee fome of the tnoft ftrildng beau- 
ties of Solomon's Smg, and <^ the Gitagevin- 
da. The latter is decked 'with all the ex- 
quifite beauty, and dazzling fplendor of 
Indian painting j written in a country, 
where fcenes of beauty are more vivid 
and luxuriant than in any other ; and 
wrought up by the fiaeft eSbrts of Hinda 
imagination. But it is not furpriiing, that 
its beauties jhould now and then become 
too intenfe, for the tafte of a more north- 
ern clime. But it muft always comniMid 
t\\z admiration of every lover of nature ; 
whether he" drew his firft breath on the 
banks of the Ganges, or the Hudjhn. It 
muft be confeffed, that the beauties Of the 
>f Solomon, if they are not equally 
'g, are more chafte, both in morals 
te, than thofe of the JattCr. 
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THAT the great Brumma, by the deli- 
dous {trains of poetry, contuned in the 
Gitagovindaf may allure our minds to a 
contemplation of " the redprocal attrac- 
tion between the Divine Goodnefs and 
the Human Soul," is the ardent \rilh of 
thy moft faithful friend. 
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' Thanks to the Goddefs Sera/wafy, 
thy friend ftill lives, to ttbferve the man- 
ners, and inveftigate the ideas of nations 
remote from his beloved Hinduftan. Ib: 
fome of my former letters, I have deline-^ 
ated fome features of the modern philc^ 
ophy • I met ^tfterik^ with a phik^opher 
of this^ fchool, whole Ibntiments were en« 
tirely novel t^ «ie. He 'tifas a gratve maa 
about forty (fWts old, affeAed the char- 
acter of a phSofopber, and talked much 
in abftraft and und^ned language. 

1 MET him walldag alone upon the 
banks of the Schuylkill. His appear-> 
ance attracted my attention ; and finding 
him courteous in Ms xitannen^ I requeft^ 
the f^eafure of his fociety is a walk ta 
and fro along the hanks of the river. 

HE opened his remarks by an elabor- 
ate eulogium upon the progrefs of repub- 



JBcanifm ; which word, ^$ 1 afterwards 
founds mGau[k& modern ^lo/ij[>ij. "Thrones 
(£aad be) are tottermg ; kin^ lir^mblie ^t 
the progrefs erf libcrtj ; iKSJblcs md prielte 
are confpiring, but in yaiij, to prop the 
altar and the throne. They rnuft and they 
will fall, never to rife again. 

p^Alastthropifl it m the Hmx of ftip^Eeme 
i>agiftraqr.a«dtl>e«.»iD».«fa»»ascky 

aoe ikadM^ ibto private 
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** BUT what (contiijued he) fignines this,, 
fo 'loi^ as a diftempered and unnatural 
flate of civiUzatipa, continues to- corrupt 
the original innocence^ and cramp the na-^ 
tive freedom <rf man? I figh for the prim- 
iinKftite X)f a3l]we,afid.oonfidp9tl!3r jtrufl, 
t|LxtiilisiamtQF^<wkl;£^Jtiwfi3Q^ Tix^ 
^eavth, 4be gnut- pauReat /df nun^ beafit, 
fowl and herb, has been wickpd^r afipra* 
ptiated to the ufe of indi^duals. Infljpad 
of r anging at large ovqr the ample face of 
n^tuce, I am now forbidden to enter my 
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neighbor's field, left i ihould tread down 
his grafs. I am confined by fences to a 
narrow road, and compelled to travel in 
a prefcribed track." 

SIR, (rejoined I) do you not travel 
with infinitely more eafe in an eftabliflied 
road, ufttally the ihorteft diftance between 
the places, which it connefts, than you 
would over itloimtains and crags, and 
through morafles, deierts and defiks ? 
And does not the earth, when indofed 
and cultivated, produce an hundred times 
more food, than when overrun by beafis 
of the foreft, and covered with heath and 
jungle? Does not a cultivated country 
alfo exhibit to the eye a landfcape, beyond 
comparifon more beautiful, than the bar^ 
ren wildernefs of nature ? 

^^ BUT, (£iid tte Philofoplier,) this h no 
i€OTnpeD£iXioa for the lo& of my liberty ; 
.the liberty of ralodMing jdk where wild 
. unheecting fancy loids^ 

** HOW oppreflive is the whol^fyftem of 
laws, by which this arbitrary adiumption 
of property is defended; Why ihould 
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my 'ii^tighbor ride an elegant Engfiflt 
courfer, breathmg fire from his noftrilr, 
^M &akin^ the earth with &is tread' ^ 
ivhile l» a betted man than he, becaufe a. 
greater Philofopher, muft travd on foot ? 
and ihould i take his horfe fyr my own 
xxky I misft fwing on the gattow^^ or toE 
in ^he minesii 

^^ KiKGs^ nobles and priefis, coia^ 
firing againft the liberty of man^ have 
enacted fyflems of laws, on puxpoie 
to entangle the unwary. There is 09^ 
crime, where there is no law. A pure 
ftafcte of nature, where man is tnnocent, 
does not know a crime ; becaufe crimes 
h ave never been here created by the in- 
ftrtution of Jaws. What, but a diftem- 
pe red civilisation, has rendered it crimi- 
nal tot obey thedif^i^tites-of j^tun:.iii rpro- 
mifcuous concubinage? Why {hould Lbe 
confined to one woman, while the wh(de 
animal world beilde» obey the ixapulfexdf 
paffion, and feek gratification, wherever it 
may be found i Why ihould I be compel^ 
led to fuppcM't and educate thofe being^ft, 
whom my phyfical energies, operating ac- 
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cording to the eflablHhed laws of nature, 
without the aififtance of mind, have pro- 
duced ? i am no more accountable for 
thdr esiftence, than the mountain for 
the cedar, whkh it bears, or the ftream 
for the wheel, which it turns. As there- 
fore the cedar is cut down, and the moun- 
tain does not mourn ; the wheel is re- 
moved, but the ftream ftill continues to 
flow ; fo tljofe beings may be born, grow 
up, and die without any claim to my 
affiftancc, and vsdth no title to my love, 
or my grief." 

MR. Phiiofopher, rejoined I, your doc- 
trines are new, and I muft therefore be 
indulged my doubts ; as no one can at 
once eradicate eftabliihed prejudices, or 
banilh old modes of thinking. 

IF your neighbor's fuperior induihy, 
or good fortune, enables hhn to ride an 
EngWh-courfer, while your indolence, or 
untoward fate, obliges you to walk, ^hy 
fhcmld not laws be made to fecore to him 
ihe fruit of his induftry, and the gifts of 
fortune ? Your inve^ives agaisit kings. 
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priefts and nobles are unfounded* Have 
crimes been lefs frequent in republics 
than in monarchies ? Let Rome, Athens, 
Carthage^ Venice an4 modern France, an^ 
fwer the qudtion. . 

YOUR aflertion, that where there is no 
law, there is no crime, is faMe. Do not- 
murders, maimings, and rapes, occur 
more frequently in the ftate of fociety, 
which is called the Jiafe of nature ^ than in . 
any other ? And do they ceafe to be. 
crimes, becaufe not forbidden by pofitive 
laws ? 

I AM aftonifiied, that a Philofopher 
ihould be willing, at a fingle ftroke, to de- 
ftroy nearly all the virtue, and the happi- 
nefs of life. For why fhould one man 
be permitted the ufe of an hundred wo- 
men, when one will anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of his exiftence? Aboliih the infti-* 
tution of marriage, and where would be- 
that ibcial virtue, that mild, but confiant 
pbUanthrophy, which fprings from the 
moft delightful of ail conne<^ons, the 
union of. congenial fottls^ 
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<<'Whefe heart meets heart, reciprocally^ tok. 
Each others, pillow to repofc divine.'* 

WHAT would remain in its ftes^d, hfit 
brutal hift» emaciating the body>. aiid.CQr-r 
rupting the mind i 

IN the &aTp coateft f&f the fineft 
xromen^ for wonien would then become' 
an article of luxury, what contcntijow^ 
what fKuUic murders, what private. zS^ 
illations would enfixe ! How wretched . 
mufl the women themfelves be, thrown . 
from p«ff amour to paramour, without a 
dwelling, and without a protestor ! : How 
would their hearts £nk in, that moft try- 
ing hour, when. about to give life to. a ra- 
tional being, their own hangs fufpended 
on a thread . I 

Btrx how, Mr. Philofopher^ can you 
fay^ that you are not obliged: to afford 
protection and fupport to the being whom 
you have begotten? The mountain^ it is 
true, produces the cedar, and the fiream 
turns the wheel, according, to: the eftab- 
l^ed laws of vegetation audmotion ; far 
in them refides no voUtion* But you ane 
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2 rational being, and in yielding to the 
impulfe of nature, are able to forefee the ' 
■ confequence of your agency. Who IhaU 
niMntain the helplefs little ftranger, if you 
do not ? Cafl: upon the wide world, and 
unrecognized by him, who gave it being, 
the io&nt muft periih, unlets fuilained by 
the hand of maternal care, or by tlie vol- 
untary attentions of firangers. 

THEPhilofopherpaufed, and ftroking 
his beard, as if preparing for another dif^ 
play of his powers, proceeded to con- 
demn civilized life, and to eulogize the 
ftate of nature. But the fequel of our 
conver&tion muft be deferred, till the 
next epifUe of thy friend. 
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The Pkilofopber proceedccL^^Thfi 
of marriage are imtokrahte* 
The focial aife^tionS) of wliich you fpeaki 
are narrow and fdfiih. How much more 
worthy of a philofopher is that expand^ 
philanthropy, which embraces, within the 
wide circle of its love, the Greenlander^ 
half buried in his fnows, and the nake4 
favage, panting at the line ? Low, deba- 
fed foxils, corrupted by civilization, may 
feek for obje&s of charity in the high- 
ways and cottages ; but let me tell you, 
fuch beings can never become Philofopbers. 
Philofopical philanthropy ei^tends its af« 
fedions even to other [daneCs, and to 
other fyftems ; and confiders the whole 
univerfe, as one great republic*" 

HERE the Philofopher, afliiming a loft- 
ier fiep, looked me full in the face, while 

his countenance expreffed fupreme ^ttif^ 
fadiour 
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WHAT good, Mr. Philofoplicr, (laid 1) 
mm your philanthropy do to the jtihftbl-^ 

tants of diftaiit fyftems, which the moft 
rapid coitiet can hardly reach in hi^ ama- 
zing revolution of a thoufand years? 
What inhabitant of Herfchel^ a planet, 
which our fineft telefcopes can hardly ren- 
der vifible, will ever know of the exigence 
cf the Philadelphia Philofophef ? What 
Greeniandefy Ot native of Borneo^ wiH ever 
hear one of your philanthropic fighs, or 
lii^en, as I do, to the eloquence of your 
tongue ? Indeed, fif , we muft feek objefts 
of charity Within our reach. We muft 
fefieve fhe unfortunate mendicant in the 
ftr^ets, and cheer the wretched inhabitants 
of the hut of poverty. Let Kamfchatka 
and Cdfrdfia relieve the diftreffes of their 
own inhabitants ; and let us cherifli the 
cbuntry, which gaveu^ birth, and do good 
to tlie' little circle around us. 

• 

"your mind (replied the PhilofopheV,) 
13 not fufficiently ehlightened to feel the 
fublimity of my dodrines. I therefore 
pardon your prejudices, while I ftrive to 
remove fheni. 1 1 is this diilempered ftatc 
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of civiHzatioD, which has given you thcfe 
£dfe ccmceptions. Could you only fee a' 
fociety of men in the fimple ftate of na- 
ture, you would be proud to throw off 
your felfe refinements, and refort to the 
amiable fociety of uncorrupted men/* 

I N the farther India^ Mr. Philofopher, 
(faid I) on the borders of the kingdom of 
Pegu^ I have feen a race of men, almoft in 
that amiable ftate of nature, the contem*- 
plation of which produces fuch raptures 
in your mind ; entirely naked, even in 
thofe parts which nature bids us conceal ; 
deftitute of homes and habitatiams; al- 
moft without language } ignorant of ag- 
riculture, and fubfifting upon berries, and 
the flefli of animals torn raw from their 
bones, and quivering between their teeth 
as they devour it ; without property, 
without laws, and witliout decency ; lav- 
age to ftrangers, and brutal to each other. 
Is this, Mr. Philofopher, the boafted ftate 
of nature, which you wiih to fee reftored ? 

IN a journey which I have made, fince 
I have been in your country, to explore 
the flxores of the great lakes, and to view 
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die falls of Niagara^ I have had fome op- 
portunities of feeii^ the favage nations 
of this continent. From books I have 
learnt thofe particulars, which my own 
obfervation did not fupply ; and what a 
pidure do I contemplate ? In the wintei^ 
they fbiver round a wigwam fire, the 
cold wind whiftling through the frequent 
openings, and the fnow burying them, as 
they lie wrapped in their furs. 

IN the fummer they bafk in the fun, 
till hunger drives them to the chafe. 
Then gorged with flclh, and furfeited with 
blood, they fleep again, till hunger fends 
them anew to the mountains and deferts. 

THEIR women are made beads of bur- 
den and flaves of brutal pleafures ; while 
their haughty mafters deny them, even the 
poffibility uf partaking upon equal terms 
in the joys of that fenfual paradife, which 
they ant^ipate beyond the grave. 

WAR is the great ruling paflion, which 
calls into a^on all the energies of the 
American favage. Intrepid, ferocious ai^d 
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inyindble in combat^ he never leaves* the 
fidd without viftdry. The battle com- 
mcmly proves fatal to the greater number 
of both iidesy and to the whole of the 
vanquiihed party. Few are taken priibn- 
ers i and tfao£b who are^ if eceive a fate infi« 
nkdy worfe, than immediate death. 

piRHAPs a folltary prifoner or two> 
whom the caprice or pity of their matters 
referves for the iervice of the wigwam, 
efcape the torture. But he, Vho is 
doomed to hoitor the God of War , is tied 
AsJied to a ftake, A ilow fire is kindled 
around him^ which fcorches without con- 
fuming« The fle& is lacerated ; burning 
coals are thrown into the open wounds ; 
the finews are rent afunder, and the fleib 
torn ofl^ broiled and devoured, before the 
indignant warrior. At kngth> when his 
fufierings are aknofi: paft endurance, he 
is loofed from the fiake, that he may rcr 
cover his fpirits a little, and afford his tor- 
nienters a further dtiverfiorr* His heart 
remains^ unfubdued, till death, his beft 
friend^ releafes the foul firom its tearigled 
habitation. 
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THIS, Mr. Philofopher, is but a faint 

outline of that glorious ftate of nature, to 

which you would bring back the human 

race. Should I fill up the pidure, it 

would grow blacker and blacker, till not 

a^ agreeable fliade would be left to cheet 
the eye. 

" BUT (replied the Philofophcr) will 
you make no account of the racks and the 
gibbets, the pillories, the prifons and the 
whipping-pofts of civil fociety ? Will 
you not notice the tyranny of priefts, 
who would blind our eyes, that they may 
filch our purfes, and put hooks in our 
nofes? 

" COURTS of juftice, laws and magif- 
trates, encroaching on our natural liber* 
ty, compel us to pay our debts, to curb 
our paflioiis, and refpe^ th^i cr£AT£i> 
rights of our neighbor&« I am tired of 
thefc eternal reftraints. I %h for the 
liberty of doing, what I pleafe, the glori- 
ou» liberty of nature^ 

"but the ^Era is now dawning in 
America, when civil government fliall 
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either be completely aboliihed, or fo foft- 
ened and accommodated to the primeval 
imiocence of man, as to be no longer a 
bui^den. Religion, that tool of ftatefmen, 
and idol of fools, with its minifters, its 
temples, and its votaries, ihall be fwept 
into oblivion. 

^^ MARRIAGE fliall be abolifhed, and a 
community of women, of {^operty and 
rights, fhall crown the triumph of philo£- 
dphy, and of repnblicanifnu'' 

A STORM, which had been rifing in the 
weft, now began to pour down floods of 
rain ; and we parted, with a mutual prom« 
lie of meeting again. 
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